48 HOURS IN BENTOTA

Bentota is a place with a breath-taking
coastal setting in southern Sri Lanka

A RUSSIAN TREASURE

Novosibirsk - a vibrant metropolis located on
the main line of the Trans-Siberian railway
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HEARTANDSOUL

Enjoy the breadth of the Russian soul!

Everyone knows that Russia is the biggest country in the world and its people are
friendly and generous.

Everybody knows the famous Russian sable fur coats, Pavlo-Pasadian and Orenburg
shawls, Khokhloma trays and Palekh boxes, painte Us, Yakutian diamonds - these

masterpieces do not require additional promotighs: o o L rr—

There are Russian space-srockéts. There is the grain. There is the fish. There are gifts of
forest fields and even gifts from tundra,

Such a big country as Russia is inhabited by hard-working and talented people; lots of
high-quality, useful goods are produced here and they.are bought all over the world

with a great pleasure. —
. ) b 5 AR
Look at the shelves in the supermarkets in your. country and get a product

a tricolor bird. This product came from Russia.

Products marked with the Made in Russia sign and this sign means:the product quality.
This is the message from the Russian people to the people in other countries. This bird
brings the part of the Russian soul and a focused creative energy, so peculiar to the
Russian people.

Buy the goods with the Russian tricolor bird and feel the breadth of the Russian soul in
the catalogue at www.madeinrussia.com

~

Look for them at our catalogue at
www.madeinrussia.com (in your
language), browse and enjoy exploring! -

Made
in Russia

R
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madeinrussia.com



AirArabia

10 flights a week to

Istanbul

Route Flight No. Departure Arrival Frequency

G9 283 19:45 23:40 Daily
13:55 Mo, Fr, Su

Sharjah - Istanbul
Sharjah - Istanbul G9 2381 10:00

&ﬁ Seat T@q Meal []il] Baggage @ Insurance

Do not forget to pre-book

Book at www.airarabia.com | Call Sharjah (06)5580000, Abu Dhabi (02)6315888 | @airarabiagroup { £

A\

Al Ain (03)7666630, Ras Al Khaimah (07)2284177 | Visit our sales offices/travel agents Standard terms & conditions apply.

THE SHORT LIST @ ...

// ROOM SERVICE
SNIPPETS, TIPS & FACTS ABOUT TRAVEL, PEOPLE, HISTORY AND EVENTS // INTERVIEW
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NEW YEAR’S EVE, MOSCOW, RUSSIA

An amazing firework display illuminates the Kremlin Square at the stroke of midnight

You can also enjoy the beautiful 3 The first New Year is believed

“Auld Lang Syne”, the
traditional New Year’s Eve song,
means “times gone by”

to have been celebrated by the

fireworks from the banks of the
Babylonians in 2000 BC

Moskva River

Gettylmages
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uscat Festiva Chobi Mela Cairo International Book Fair

January 7

Russian Christmas
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g Where: Cairo, Egypt
Where: Muscat. Oman The festival will mark the golden jubilee with the Arab
ere: ) c N . Where: Dhaka, Bangladesh League as the guest of honour of the book fair. It is the
Muscat Festival is a highlight of the capital’s year, This is Asia’s largest festival of photography and is or- oldest and largest book fair in the region and draws
featuring nightly fireworks, a ‘living’ replica of an ganized by DRIK gallery in Dhaka. Since its inception in visitors by the thousands each year.
Omani village with craft displays, exhibitions from the 2000 it has been the most significant photographic event www.cairobookfair.org.eg
Where: Russia country and traditional dancing. in the region, and the first of a regular biennale, one that
The Russian people celebrate Christmas in a very www.omantourism.gov.om has become one of the highlights of the Asian calendar.
different way, they call it ‘Orthodox Christmas’. After www.chobimela.org

the fall of Communism, Russians culture is rediscov-
ering its roots by reviving various traditions. January 21-25

Www.russiatourism.ru Jaipur Literature Festival

Till January 10 January 15

5,000 Years of Pearls from Bahrain Maghi Maghe Sankranti
January 8-25
Al-Qurain Cultural Festival
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Where:Kuwait = Where: Jaipur, India
The festival is said to be one of the largest cultural phe- Where: Kingdom Of Bahrain Where: Across Nepal The festival has, over a few decades, transformed
nomenon in Kuwait and aims to support local and interna- The festival celebrates the opening of the second Maghe Sankranti is celebrated on the first day of into global literary phenomenon which has hosted
tional artists in the fields of arts and culture. The 25th edi- visitors centre in the heart of Muharraqg. Exhibitions of Magh. Nepalese people celebrate the festival as a over 2000 speakers and welcomed over a million
tion will feature theatrical performances, concerts, movies exceptional selections of pearl jewellery from various mark of longer and relatively warmer days in com- book lovers from across India and the globe.
amongst several other exhibitions from around the world. collections highlight the event. parison to the cold month of Poush. www.jaipurliteraturefestival.org
www.nccal.gov.kw WWW.Visitbahrain.bh www.welcomenepal.com
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SNAPSHOT
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FRANCE

One of the largest
theme park focuses
on various cultures
and traditions from
around the world

while boasting of
recreating history.

HONG KONG
DISNEYLAND,

Foeus on

M Night Shymalan

MINUTE
GUIDETO

LA TAMBORRADA,

SPAIN

The biggest event
in San Sebastian
is when thousands
of drummers
wearing 19th-
century military
uniforms converge
at the city centre
to parade through
the city. The
amazing fest has
everyone swaying
in rhythm with the

January 1,
1502

RIO DE JANEIRO
Portuguese explor-
ers who had set out
to discover new
areas landed at
Guanabara Bay on
the coast of South
America and named
it Rio de Janeiro
(River of January).
Rio de Janeiro is
currently Brazil's
second largest city.
For protection, the
city was moved to
a safer position on

a hill. When Brazil

2 howrs

drums and runs for
exactly 24 hours
(late evening of
the 19th to late
evening of the

TRIVIA - The director
is known for making it
a point to do a cameo
in his movies. His
movies contain a lot of

NEW RELEASE - The American director
surprised everyone with ‘Glass’, the sequel
of his hit ‘Split. The movie is set to release
worldwide on 18 January.

achieved independ-
ence in 1889, Rio was
named the capital.

A very important
link in the chain
of Disney-themed
resorts, the Hong

City Stopover: Ankara

Kong Disneyland THE QUOTE - See what you have to ask puzzling easter eggs 20th) and
offers experiences yourself is what kind of person are you? Are spread throughout the ends at the SEE EAT RELAX SHOP
for everyone you the kind that sees signs, sees miracles? narrative that are very Plaza de la The Mausoleum La Gioia Museum of Anatolian Kavaklidere District

Head south along
Tunal Hilmi Caddesi in

The mausoleum of This always swanky Civilisations
Mustafa Kemal Atattrk,  cafe-bistro at the The Museum is the
the founder of modern heart of the embassy  perfect introduction to Kavaklidere where lots
Turkey, sits high above district looks the complex weave of of local stores stand
the city. The complex seriously Parisian - Turkey’s ancient past. It alongside more familiar

hard to notice! Constitucion.

throughout the year. Or do you believe that people just get lucky?

u You can comment on your experience or discover Air Arabia’s latest news and offers by following @airarabiagroup

Volcanic Lightening

Volcanic lightning is a visually incredible, naturally
occurring phenomenon that has been witnessed and
documented in nearly 200 eruptions. Commonly called,

dirty lightening, this phenomenon is one of the very
few that have still not been extensively researched
because of the adverse conditions of its occurrence.
It has been accepted that it is most commonly caused
from the static electricity generated by the friction
between particles of ash, rocks, moisture etc which
from the ash clouds before a volcanic eruption.
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TRAVEL APP

App in the Air

App in the Air lets
you check flight
status, but in four
stages: Check-in,
Boarding, Takeoff,
and Landing. What'’s
cool about this app
is it shows you a
“timeline” of these
steps to ensure that
you check-in on
time and make it to
your boarding gate
before it closes.

also houses museums
and a public courtyard.

as do much of the
clientele.

is the perfect place to

spend a lazy afternoon.

names or take the
Metro to The AnkaMall.

T #AirArabia or DM photos of your trips with us to

(@airarabiagroup and we’ll post them online

MUSIC PLAYLIST It is the upcoming ninth overall studio
album by the Backstreet Boys, set to be released on January
25, 2019, through RCA Records. The band said that they
analysed their individual DNA profiles to see what crucial
element each member represents in the group’s DNA.

13
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ROOM SERVICE sized

THE SLEEPBOX HOTEL
MOSCOW, RUSSIA

The Sleepbox Hotel in Moscow is very conveniently located
near the centre of Moscow city and is driven on revolutionary
technology that keeps the environment clean and healthy.
Sleepbox Hotels are futuristic, but warm and cosy at the
same time Our goal is to connect you with experiences and
people around you. Their app and concierge service will help
you to get together and get out there. You will be sure that
you are not missing anything.

1st Tverskaya-Yamskaya St., 27, Moscow, Russia
T: +7 495 989-41-04
www.sleepbox.com

URBANPOD MUMBAI
MUMBALI, INDIA

The first of its kind in India, it is conveniently located
near the Domestic and International Mumbai Airports
& Chakala Metro Station. With its futuristic Concept
and catering to the new-age travellers for business

& leisure, Urbanpod is modern, stylish & minimalistic.
Urbanpod aims to fill the gap in the hospitality
industry by offering a unique Product that provides an
alternate, practical & smart-accommodation.

Plot F-21, Andheri(East) Mumbai, India
T: +91 7400486116
www.theurbanpod.com

SLEEP N FLY LOUNGE
DUBAI, UAE

Conveniently located opposite Gate Al at
A-Gates (Terminal 3, inside the DXB transit
area), the Sleep 'n fly Sleep Lounge is inspired
by a Scandinavian design for comfort, style and
necessity. Unlike regular hotel stays of 1 or more
nights, the property operates on a pay-by-the-
hour concept with specific check-in/out time

Airport

transfer

OPTIMAL SPACE

D o slots around the clock.
This January, enjoy your stay in these ultra-uber capsule hotels. A concept which Dubai International Airport, UAE
saves up on space without compromising on comfort and amenities [re71e2 S8 1e 77
www.sleepnfly.com
14 15
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INTERVIEW

MAN OF THE HOUR

American actor Jason Mamoa has taken the world by surprise with his

skills and has several mainstream roles in his kitty

n’s journey started with a role
in Baywatch Hawaii as a 19-year-old
with  some modelling experience,
before he landed a larger part in a
bigger show as Ronan in the last four
seasons of Stargate: Atlantis. It was the
perfect set-up to score a blockbuster
movie and become Hollywood’s next
big thing but it didn’t quite happen
the way he envisaged it. This was until
Khal Drogo happened to him, and
us. Even Momoa admits that Game
of Thrones changed his life. The 6'4”
actor is now Agquaman, and will also
be Baba Voss in Apple’s upcoming
future-based drama series See.
» How do you manage and maintain
your body in perfect shape?

| live well, I'live a lot. And | live happy! |
am not that much of anindoor exercise

TEXT BY AARTI KAPUR SINGH

person. Why would you want to let a
machine run you when you got the
whole world to run! It’s never too late
to start working out like it’s supposed
to be done - outdoors! Climbing is
my second favourite way to exercise.

» But from what we’ve heard, looking
good is a lot of hard work? You make
it sound like a party!

It makes me feel better and focused.
And because | like my brew, | go for
lean protien and green veggies when
I’'m leaning out because | like to save
some calories for an unexpected
extra party. | prefer eating ocean fish.
Especially when | can catch it myself.
Especially pure and fresh Aku! | work
out really hard. | push myself.

» And your kind of cardio is not
necessarily restricted to the gym?
Of course it is not! | get up at 5am
and | train hard. I've got two young
children, so | have to get up early.
But | like it. Morning is when | do all
my best work. Whenever | wake up,
I'm up, | don’t lie there like an idiot.
| get up, run up a hill, get some
exercise and have some time with my
thoughts. It is weird, but the guy who
is the king of Atlantis finds swimming
boring! (laughs) To me, it’s like going
on a treadmill.” | prefer to get my
exercise from outdoor pursuits and
sports, rather than a repetitive regime
in the gym. In fact, I'd never lifted

weights before 2010 when | trained
to play the title role in Conan the
Barbarian. It's very hard sometimes
to just work out. It’s monotonous
and you can get stuck in a rut

» You have a lot of fans that are
women. How much effort does
dressing up take?

| am absolutely at ease in a Black
Sabbath t-shirt with easy jeans or
work pants. | am also at ease in what
people call ‘red carpet dressing’. But
whatever | wear, | make sureitis exactly
as | wish. Yes, it should fit properly. If
it ain’t broke don’t fix it. If you know
something looks good on you, don’t
save it for special occasions. Buy
more of the same thing in different
colours and materials and wear it
every day. Each individual has a style
which suits him or her best. The best
way to compliment your look is to
dress according to what suits you the
best. Find out what works and keep
doing it. Individual style means not
letting anyone question your taste.
You will be stylish if you are you. My
tattoos are my only accessories. ®

; Opposite page: The




DESTINATIONS ...

// DISCOVER
// ESCAPE
DISCOVER ALL THE EXCITING PLACES THAT AIR ARABIA CAN TAKE YOU // EXPERIENCE
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- BODRUM, TURKEY
| RESIDENCES

Let LUX* Bodrum’s cool and contemporary spirit surprise you. Expect culinary experiences like

nothing else on Turkey’s Riviera, with breath-taking views of the Aegean Sea. What’s next? JAIPUR CITY PALACE JAIPUR INDIA
The outer wall, built by Jai Singh I, is a striking blend of Rajastham and Mughal architecture

MAURITIUS ¢« REUNION =« MALDIVES + CHINA =« TURKEY =+ VIETNAM =« U.A.E =« ITALY

*LIGHTER. BRIGHTER.
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§ hours in

Bentota is a place with a breath-taking coastal setting,
aptly described as an Island Paradise!

TEXT BY RUPALI DEAN

Bentota is Srilanka as it was years ago- pristine beaches, fishermen going
about their business and the town at peace with itself. Located some 82
Kms from Colombo, it boasts of the most beautiful beaches in the whole
of SriLanka like the Moragalla Beach, where the Bentota Ganga river meets
the ocean and Ventura Beach. | decide to venture into the town by making
pit stops along the coast for a glimpse into the lives of the locals. Along the
coastal road, | notice a few men perched like birds on elevated posts. My
driver tells me that this picturesque village, floating on stilts is where the
town gathers for the day’s catch and is not so far from the hotel where | am
staying. Curious, | get down to know more. While | stumble upon a fresh catch
of mackerel, the fishermen seem more than happy to take me through the
process of fishing on stilts. | decide to first check in, change into something
more comfortable and come back for this.

EXPLORE

WHERE TO STAY

VIVANTA BY TAJ BENTOTA

AVANI BENTOTA RESORT & SPA —
) ) Built up and down Srilanka’s has various
Ocean views, this elegantly Ambalangoda and around Bentota’s best recog-  accommoda-
aspa aqd a de5|gnedlhotel Mask village a pebbly beautiful nized beach  tion options
beach view makes this the and the Kande cape with beach, this resorts. and an in-house
bar make idyllic hideaway. Viharaya. sights up is one of The Hotel restaurant.
21
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EXPLORE

RESTAURANTS
AND CAFES

PIER 88 RIVER BAR

If you are looking for classic
western fare and local curry
and rice, this place at the
Nebua 88 Hotel makes for
the perfect choice.

RANDOLHEE

This multi cuisine restaurant
used to be a Dutch
Bungalow before. The local
specialities served here are a
cut above the rest.

BENTOTA ROCK BEACH
Just the place for fresh
Seafood, grilled to
perfection, this is located
between the road from
Bentota to Induruwa.

Opening page: An Exotic beach with a
colourful boat and tall palm trees with
azure water in Bentota; This page top: A
trip in the railway to Nuwara Eliya; This
page right: The train station of Bentota
in the southern region of Srilanka;
Opposite page: The beautiful scenery in
Bentota, Srilanka

22
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DAY 1

Interestingly these fishermen are so
savvy and know how to pose for the
camera. As a matter of fact they are
quick to bargain for money before you
even lift your camera. | discover that a
stilt can be easily planted in low tide.
Once the stilt has been planted tightly
the Petta (read seat) is tied firmly to its
place along with another piece of wood
to shape it like a triangle so that it’s a
little easier to perch on it. But naturally,
| want to sit and try my hand at fishing,
so after discussing economics, with the
help of a fisherman Ravi, | too perch

(though | didn’t look like a bird, owing
to my enormous size) on it, with my life
jacket on as | believe in being safe than
sorry, when it comes to do anything
around the ocean. It was easy to do that
as other small pettas are added below
the seats to be used as steps.

Next | try my hand at Angling and
needless to add | am unable to catch
any fish, it requires more patience,
which | lack. Ravi shows me some
Angling with various rods and it is
interesting to watch him handle it like a
juggler. His catch includes fish like the
small mackerel, the spotted herring and
ahalaburuwa to name a few. Hungry, |

23
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choose my fish and | must say, there
is nothing like eating fresh catch , fried
by the locals and served with a spicy
sauce...mama mia! The sun is just about
to dip in the Ocean and the display of
orange glistening water, with the flock
of fishermen perched like sea birds is
breath-taking. My fascination for fishing
completely satisfied, | am already having
fun on the coast of SriLanka.

| am just in time to take a tour of the
enchanting garden stretching over
acres of land, designed by a celebrated
skilled artist Bevis Bawa. | am in awe
of the swaying trees, sculptures and
glorious impressive structures. Dinner




is booked at Frangipani at the Avani
beach resort and spa, | am in the mood
for Asian by the beach..and this is the
perfect spot.

DAY 2

There is something about discovering a
town on a bicycle, | can never describe
it. This is a land perfect for nature
lovers, where you can rent a bike for a
small amount and generally enjoy the
good life. As the sun comes to Bentota,
| set out. The ancient noticeable Hindu
places of worship, Katukoliha temple
and the panoramic paddy fields in a

This page top: Fishing boats stand

in Beruwala harbour fish market; This
page right: The beautiful scenery in
Bentota, Srilanka; Opposite page top:
A traditional blue fishing boat at an
empty and calm Bentota beach; Opposite
page bottom: An artist during public
celebration of Lankan New Year
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tranquil setting make for the perfect
spot to pander in cycling. | come
across the spectacular mural painting
engraved on the walls of the Mullegoda
temple and the turquoise waters of the
Dedduwa Lake.

| find a small shack and order myself
fish curry, vegetables and red rice,
it's divine. Finally | cycle back to the
hotel. The sun slowly sinks behind the
sprawling paddy fields. The house roofs
bask in its orange glow. | hop onto a
car and head to Ambalangoda, barely
a thirty minute drive from Bentota, this
town is a great stop to buy ancient
devil masks, jewellery and antiques at
extremely reasonable prices. Beautifully
packaged Ceylon tea is available too, so
| buy some for myself along with a tea
caddy, delicate porcelain tea crockery,
strainers and tea eggs (for a single
brew of loose tea). As we drive back,
by now | am pretty used to the deep
green landscape, the sky is clear and the
sunglasses are off.

| am glad that | picked Bentota out
of all the other beach towns on Sri
Lanka’'s Western coast. | was looking
for something subdued and tranquil
and Bentota offered just that. It is
untouched and not so tourist infested.
Many of the buildings retain features
from the colonial period and it’s a good
idea to simply enjoy the scenic beauty
and laze around at Bentota. This is a tiny
town, and the kosgoda turtle hatchery
is intriguing. Inside the hatchery | look
in wonder at the mix of sea turtles and
tortoises—over time they have been
gathered and preserved, until they
are hatched. It’s unbelievable, no, it’s
downright crazy! Later that evening | go
for a two hour Spa treatment followed
by yet another meal of fish curry,
vegetables and rice....this is my time, the
rest of the world can wait! ®

AirArabia

AIR ARABIA RUNS DAILY
AND DIRECT FLIGHTS TO
COLOMBO, AN HOUR AND A
HALF AWAY FROM BENTOTA

25
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Malindi is a glittering gem in the tiara
of the Kenyan landscape. Endowed
with pristine beaches, it is situated
on the edge of the Indian Ocean.
While it doesn’t have the architectural
delights of the neighbouring tourist
town of Lamu or the laid-back vibes of
Watamu, Malindi manages to hold its
own with its rich heritage. This coastal
town in Northern Kenya played host
to the fleet of Vasco da Gama in
1498, and its exquisite landscape
and marine national parks have been
inviting tourists for some time now.

As history goes, Malindi was
founded by early Indian, Arab and
Chinese traders passing by. Eventually,
Portuguese sailors and European
settlers followed them.

Prior to the arrival of Arabs in the
area, the local tribes were mainly
involved in fishing, hunting, farming
andsalttrading. Since the place boasts
such a rich history, it has various
heritage sites that can transport one
back to the ancient times.

My first stopover was the diabolical
sounding Hell's Kitchen or Nyari (the
place broken by itself’. While taxis
are easily available to this place, |
preferred to catch a morning Matatu-
-a sort of minibus-- to soak up the
local ways. The first sight of Nyari was
breathtaking as the eroded sandstone
resembled a Mars-like landscape
with jungles, red rock and cliffs that
make a striking impact on the brain.
Here, | was hailed by local folklore
that says that a wealthy family was
so wasteful and extravagant that they
bathed in the milk of cows, which is a
valuable commodity here. On seeing
this, God became so enraged that he
demolished the house. The white and
red walls of the depression mark the

Opening page: One of the white sand
beaches at Watamu Malindi; This page:
Giraffe Standing By Bare Trees in
Malindi; Opposite Page top: The Indian
Ocean with its waves lapping at a beach;
Opposte page bottom: A beautiful red and
white starfish from the Indian Ocean

WHERE TO EAT

OLD MAN AND THE SEA
With a combination of
local ingredients and
innovative recipes, this
restaurant serves excellent
seafood.

OSTERIA

An Italian place with
pictures of vintage
celebrities adorning the
walls, it boasts a formal
dining room. One can also
eat at the terrace and
enjoy the hearty classics
like spaghetti vongole and
risotto al prosecco. Polish
off the palate with some
cool Gelato.

BABY MARROW

This standout restaurant
is not only one of the best
on the coast, but in the
entire country. Think leafy,
intimate setting, makuti
roof (thatched roof of
palm leaves) with the best
local delicacies.

milk and blood of the family painted
over the gorge walls.

After grabbing a bite to eat at the
restaurant next to the gorge, | made
a day of it by exploring the African
countryside.

The foremost reason for me picking
the exotic town of Malindi to spend
my holidays in was the rich wildlife |
could sight here, and Malindi Marine
National Park, which was next on
my itinerary, did not disappoint. The
oldest marine park in Kenya, it houses
beautiful species of powder-blue fish,
green sea turtles, organ-pipe coral
and beds of Thalassia seagrass. | was
fortunate enough to come across
the majestic whale shark, which my
guide informed me was rare. The ride
through the park in a glass-bottom
boat is incomparable. However, make
sure to use your haggling skills to the
best to get a good price.

Gettylmages
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The Portuguese Church was my
next stop, whose major pull for me
was that it was erected by Portuguese
explorer Vasco da Gama in the 15th
century. Exuding serene vintage
vibes, the church stands tall, and
many believe that at least two of
Vasco da Gama’s crew members are
buried here. Getting a sweet taste of
the history of Malindi, triggered my
appetite for more. Vasco da Gama
Pillar seemed like the perfect place to
head to next.

The coral column topped by a cross
made of Lisbon stone dating back to
the explorer’s time was fascinating. It
was erected by Vasco da Gama, and |
caught some panoramic views of the
ocean from here.

To soak up more of the Malindi
culture, a visit to the Malindi museum
is a must. | saw some interesting
displays of marine archaeology along
the Kenyan coast, along with relics of

Geftt ing & sweet taste of the
history of N\alind, triggered my
appetite for more

the tribes there.

Exhausted from the long day, |
decided to round off my evening with
a stroll along the Malindi Pier that
protrudes into the Indian Ocean. With
the vast expanse of water before me
and the salty ocean breeze playing
with my hair, it was one of the more
relaxing moments on my trip to
Malindi.

After an early breakfast the next
morning, | headed to the much-heard-
of House of Columns. | was particularly

fascinated with the peculiar exhibit
on marine ecology here, on the first
and ever coelacanth ever to turn up
in Malindi waters. The building itself is
quite charming and a fine example of
Swahili architecture.

This page: Elephants in the Tsavo East
National Park; Opposite page top: A
Gazelle in Tsavo East National Park;
Opposite page bottom: Zebras On Field At
the Tsavo East National Park

WHERE TO STAY

+ EDEN HOUSE
COTTAGES
About 5 km away from
the airport, this hotel
provides a living room,
a kitchen with an oven,
and a private bathroom
with bidet. It is in the
vicinity of Malindi Marine
National Park and the
Portuguese Church.

+ LIONS HOUSE
WELLNESS BOUTIQUE
HOTEL
Located in close
proximity to the beach,
it is set opposite a
prestigious Golf Club.
Guests can enjoy various
water sports in the
surroundings.

| rounded out my trip with a lavish
meal at the Baby Marrow restaurant on
the coast. Feasting on some smoked
sailfish, with a bit of Sicilian ice cream,
| left the exotic town of Malindi, feeling
repleted in every way. ®
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WHERE TO STAY

NOVOSIBIRSK MARRIOTT
HOTEL

A 5-minute drive from the
Novosibirsk Train Station,
this hotel is an architectural
marvel with its regal facade
and comfortable rooms.

DOUBLETREE BY HILTON
NOVOSIBIRSK

Offers a very comfortable

stay with all the functional

world-class amenities and

superb service.

FUNKEY HOSTEL

Bright colours and eye-
catching photos enliven
walls, extra-tall bunk beds
penetrate soaring ceilings
and guests kick back and
feel at home.
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Novosibirsk is  Siberia’s largest
metropolis that is perched on both
banks of the Ob River. Of all the major
Russian city centres, Novosibirsk
stands out for its majestic historic past
that’s embellished in its breath-taking
cathedrals, museums and a landscape
that leaves you enriched. This city has
come a long way from the days of
the aristocratic regime and flourishes
today as a centre of excellence in the
field of aviation, nuclear sciences,
higher education and has emerged as
an attractive investment destination
for businesses. Thus, | embarked on a
two-day trip of this beautiful city that
left me with an unparalleled feeling of
wonder and joy.

| landed at the Novosibirsk
Tolmachevo Airport on a Sunday
morning to a frigid sub-zero
temperature of -10 degrees and
checked in straight to my hotel.
Luckily, my room overlooked the
splendid outdoors! Right across the
street was a plaza alive with people
and street vendors. Right across
was the enormous Trans-Siberian
railway station with the magnificent
Ob River behind it. To march forth
into the day that lay ahead of me, |
had a sumptuous buffet breakfast
at the hotel that was an assortment
of fish, cheese, sausages and green
veggies. A very appetizing meal that
took care of all that jetlag and much
needed comfort that’s fulfilled only by
generous portions of food.

The city’s rich, irresistible heritage
made me take a trip down to the
historical oasis of Siberia - the city of
Tomsk. Turn around in any direction,
and you can’t help but marvel at the
magnificence of the several museums
and the elegant wooden architecture
that’s dotted all along the landscape.

Opening page: The Novosibirsk City Center;
Opposite page Top: The pier of the
Novosibirsk river station; Opposite page
bottom: The building of the Novosibirsk
railway station; This page: The Technopark
in the Novosibirsk University
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You can either catch a bus or get on
the Trans-Siberian rail network from
Novosibirsk to get to Tomsk. | chose
the rail route to witness the Siberian
terrain that’s covered in pristine ice
during this time of the year. This one’s
definitely for fond memories
Novosibirsk comes to life in the
evenings. Coming back from my trip
to Tomsk, | went to the grand Opera

& Ballet theatre that is known for its
remarkable silver-dome. The opulent
interiors of this theatre breathe life into
the powerful plays held here. After
watching an enthralling performance
that was pure delight to my senses, |
returned to my cosy hotel room for the
night to prepare myself for yet another
day of sensory bliss!

My next day began with a visit to the

airarabia.com

world-famous Novosibirsk Zoo - home
to over 10,000 varieties of beautiful
creatures. A separate section of this
700 provides natural habitat to some
150 endangered species. The zoo is
very active in its captive breeding
programs that makes it possible for
us to witness and appreciate some of
the most exotic species. The zoo- visit
completely kept me immersed for the
time that | spent there.

Towards the afternoon, | went on a
gastronomic spree to check out the
best of Siberian cuisine. Puppen Haus,
a popular restaurant here with its
quirky and fun interiors surely added
to the aroma of the food | was about to
have! A very warm and friendly chef of
the restaurant had me relish traditional
Siberian delicacies such as Herring,
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Smoked Salmon, and Pickled Gherkins
that only whetted my appetite for
extra helpings of food! Siberian cuisine
has a certain character to it that can
be felt only when its cooked by true
blue Siberian hands.

Later in the evening, as the day drew
to a close, | went for a stroll at the
Ob Sea. Lest the name deceive you,
the Ob Sea is more aptly an artificial
water reservoir that’s quite huge in
scale resembling a sea. It’s a popular
haunt for picnic goers and makes for
a great place for swimming and also
the perfect place to spend the evening
around a bonfire on the shores of the
Ob Sea with some good food and
drinks. In the two days that | spent in
Novosibirsk, | took back with me some
fond memories that will be cherished
forever. ®

Opposite page: People strolling along
the promenade in Novosibirsk; This
page top: The A shop called synthetics
on Gogol street; This page bottom:
Adults and children ride through the
attractions on a miniature colorful
railway
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EXPERIENCE

Before my departure, | was told to
check out Salalah, a port city famous
for its 6,000 year old Frankincense
trade and also, the same place that
gave us the first Frankincase ice
cream! Situated in the Governorate
of Dhofar, this place is also the hub
of the Arab world’s finest Bakhoor
- a hand-made incense, made using
powdered flowers, raisins, perfumed
oils, ground seashells, amongst other
exotic aromatic ingredients. Women
can usually be seen selling Bakhoor
from their homes and at weekly
markets. According to a popular
belief, lighting this Bakhoor incense
wards off bad luck. What better than
to be welcomed by its aroma alone!

Exploring all that Salalah has to offer
takes a minimum of three days, so it’s

best to plan accordingly if Salalah
falls in your Oman itinerary. You can
begin with the Land of Frankincense
Museum that showcases the country’s
maritime history right from 2000 BC.
What came as a surprise to me is the
fact that Frankincense was once a
currency! It was in active circulation
for trade between the 7th century
BC and the 2nd century AD. In the
museum’s vicinity lies the Al Baleed
Archaeological Park, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, excavated to
uncover the evidence of this historical
port city.

More architectural heritage then
awaited me at Khor Rori, roughly
an hour’s drive from the Al Baleed
Archaeological Park. The Hadramite
kingdom’s fortified town lies here, with

some of its walls and pillars still intact,
harking back to an era bygone. More
modern architectural details can be
found at Mirbat, a small fishing town
to the east of Dhofar, renowned for its
carved shutters, vibrantly coloured
doors and traditional wooden boats.
It is also renowned for its natural
side: it boasts an incredibly diverse
bird population - including red-
necked phalaropes, bridled terns and
kingfishers - that draws birdwatchers

Opening page: The Beautiful Darbat
waterfalls in Salalah; This page bottom:
A beautiful beach with white sand in
Salalah; Opposite page: Interior of the
Kuppel Sultan-Qaboos Mosque in Salalah;
Opposite page bottom: A flock of Camels
crossing the road

from across the world.

Far removed from the busier vibe of
the northern parts of Oman, Salalah
is also a natural haven you might not
have been expecting from what is -
for all intents and purposes - a desert
region. One of the only two places on
the Arabian Peninsula that experience
a monsoon (the other being Yemen),
the city transforms once every year

Al Fusn Souq

into a vision in green, with a lush
countryside punctuated by pristine
beaches, magnificent waterfalls and
diverse wildlife. You can spot camels,
dolphins, whales and turtles aplenty
here. One absolute must-visit is
Mughsayl Beach, with its frankincense
trees offering you plenty of spots
to relax and unwind in their shade,
ideally accompanied by a hearty

nestled i

Salalahs old Mt’ﬁl/daowl/wwl,
bubbles with. Oniand tiadition.
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picnic basket full of local delicacies
such as Dhofari kak bread and khubz
lahooh, a fried, slightly sweet crepe-
like delight.

If a traditional desert vibe is what
you seek, however, go the tried-and-
tested way - an exotic safari through
the Empty Quarter, also known as
Rub Al Khali, which is one of the
largest deserts on Earth. Arranging
for a guide is advisable for a truly
enriching experience. You can begin
with an area within the desert called
Ramlat Hashman and spend the
entire day driving through the bare
and beautiful landscape, heading
back to Salalah after sunset.

Before wrapping up my Omani
holiday, a visit to the famed souks in
and around Salalah was imperative.

The AlHusn Souq, nestled in the midst
of Salalah’s old neighbourhoods,
is a bubbling cauldron of Omani
tradition, with exquisite handicrafts
on offer. The Al Hafah Souq, a mere
three kilometres from the city, is
Oman’s largest frankincense market.
Surrounded by lofty coconut trees,
it places on offer a vast variety
of products including traditional
textiles, gum, incense, gold and silver
jewellery, and more. With its endless
rows of frankincense and bakhoor
merchants, this souk is the closest
I've been to perfume paradise. As
far as the jewellery goes, intricate
neckpieces, carved gold medallions
and exquisite gold chains abound, and
they’re not as hard on your pocket as
you might think! @
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WHERE TO EAT

Dolphin Beach Restaurant
One of the few places in
Salalah to offer dining with
a sea view, this open-

air restaurant under the
coconut palms offers a
different themed buffet
each night.

Marrosh Restaurant

This simple restaurant
serves tasty local
delicascies in a modern
space, just to the southeast
of the Clock Tower
Roundabout at junction of
Ar Robat and Al Matar.

This page: A Cruise ship at the Salalah
Port; Opposite page Top: The Interior
of a bedouin tent at the Crown Plaza;
Opposite page bottom: Interior of the
Kuppel Sultan-Qaboos Mosque in Salalah
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) ) - Air Arabia has hubs in Sharjah, Air Arabia has more legroom Air Arabia Group operates
DELHI: Greater Kailash-II, South Extension-II, Connaught Place, Rajouri Garden, Kailash Colony Alexandria, Casablanca and Ras than any other low cost carrier more than 1,600 flights a week
Dwarka, Vasant Kunj - Ambience Mall GURGAON: Ambience Mall Al Khaimah with a 32” seat pitch to more than 150 destinations

monsoonsalon.com/franchise
Credit FDCI




B CORPORATE NEWS

AIR ARABIA’S IN FLIGHT MAGAZINE ‘NAWRAS’
WINS AT THE GALAXY AWARDS!

Air Arabia’s In-Flight Magazine ‘Nawras’
has made a mark in the international
arena by winning the Bronze award at
the International Galaxy Awards, USA.
This award joins the ever-growing list

of accolades that Air Arabia has been
winning over the years, recognising the
airline's excellence in all sectors. The
prestigious Galaxy Awards, celebrate
the best of the best in marketing

communications and are organised by
MerComm Inc, USA. The June, 2018
issue of 'Nawras' has won a Bronze in
the Design - Travel/Tourism category
at the awards.

AIR ARABIA LAUNCHES INAUGURAL FLIGHT
TO PRAGUE VACLAV HAVEL AIRPORT

Air Arabia, the Middle East and North
Africa’s first and largest low-cost carrier
(LCQC), today launched its inaugural flight
to a new European destination, Prague
in Czech Republic, direct from Sharjah,
UAE.

The launch flight departed Sharjah
International Airport (SHJ) at 07:35
hours and landed in Prague Vaclav Havel
Airport on Tuesday December 11th, at

11:20 hours local time.

The 6 hour 50-minute flight operates
five times a week, every Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday and
Sunday. On Tuesdays and Sundays, the
departing flight leaves Sharjah at 07:35
hours and arrives in Prague at 11:20
hours local time; the return flight departs
Prague at 12:00 and arrives in Sharjah
the following morning at 21:00 hours. On
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Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays,
the departing flight leaves Sharjah at
15:35 hours and arrives in Prague at 19:20
hours local time; the return flight departs
Prague at 21:05 and arrives in Sharjah the
following morning at 06:05 hours.

Air Arabia, currently operates flights
to more than 150 routes across the globe
from four hubs located in the Middle East
and North Africa.
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INTERNATIONAL CALL CENTRES

ARMENIA
Yerevan

+374 60 60 3000
+37410 22 4020

BAHRAIN
Nationwide call centre
+973 13310444

BANGLADESH
Chittagong

+88 1713482193
Dhaka

+88 1730037750

BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA
Sarajevo

+387 33295446

CHINA
Urumgi
+86 9912304855

EGYPT

Nationwide call centre
+20 3 4543001
Hotline

16278

GEORGIA
Thilisi
+995 32240 00 40

INDIA

Nationwide call centre
+91124 336 6444

+02 271004 777

IRAN

Tehran

+98 21888 710 96
Shiraz

+98 7136 271463
Lar

+98 7152 33 48 48
Mashhad

+98 51 33 400 437

IRAQ

Baghdad

+964 77 25461180
Najaf

+964 7819288884/85
Erbil

+964 75 09652527
Basra

+964 77 25461179

JORDAN
Amman
+962 79 75 00003

KAZAKHSTAN
Astana

+7 717 246 60 80
Almaty

+7 727 272 6681

KENYA

Nairobi

+254 20 44
52855/537

+254 70 486071

KUWAIT
Kuwait City
+965 22254071
Farwaniya
+965 22206356

LEBANON
Beirut
+961149 6692

MOROCCO
Casablanca
+212 802000803

NEPAL
Kathmandu
+977 1444 4246

OMAN

PAKISTAN

Karachi

+92 21111 272 242
Islamabad

+92 512805345
Peshawar

+92 915250090/91/92
Sialkot

+92 52 4603171/72/73
Lahore

+92 42 35774167/68
Multan

+92 614 586 898 99

RUSSIA
All Regions
+7 495 9375925

SAUDI ARABIA
All Regions
+966 9200 11969

SRI LANKA
Colombo
+94 115777 999

SUDAN
Khartoum

+249 183 746768
+249 183 746769

TURKEY
Istanbul
+90 212 2415184

UAE

Sharjah

+9716 5580000
Abu Dhabi
+9712 6315888

UKRAINE
Kiev
+38 044 4906500

Kharkiv

+38 057 7328791

Odessa

+38 048 7772550 .

Muscat

+968 2 470 0828
Salalah

+968 2 329 7796/98

BANDAR AL KHAIRAN - MUSCAT, OMAN: - = . "™ e R el
= Ny . By i D e e Abadan
gt e, i e Yl e o R S ey e e +98 615 334 58 08

+98 31 36650300
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entertainment

production
services

@

technical
services

G

media sales

o

AerolLab®

Aeroplay Entertainment is a boutique Inflight Content Service
Provider delivering 360-degree services to various airline partners
globally. We create, source, licence and curate content tailored to
passenger demographics.

SEE YOU IN

Set up a meeting: team@aeroplaymedia.com

AIRCRAFT INTERIORS EXPO AVIATION FESTIVAL ASIA

of] fi sHI b
HAMBURG SINGAPORE
BOOTH NO #2D51 BOOTH NO #FO6
USA | Singapore | Thailand | Malaysia | Bangladesh | India | UAE | Bahrain

A Maxposure Media Group Enterprise

aeroplaymedia.com | info@aeroplaymedia.com ﬂ m

We provide content across

Transport
Access
entertainment
packages,
curated and
specially
designed for
you.

why aeroplay?

We provide end-to-end solutions for all your IFE needs

complete solution

We offer airline partners complete solutions in production,
post-production, editing, customised content, videos,
audios, content localisation, subtitling, translation
services, backed by a fully functional technical lab.

i | @; %

NS oo
cost savings quality control monetization &
, ) global sales network
With Aeroplay, Through evaluating,
competitive technical editing and screening With a sales network
costs & monetization each and every content, in 8 countries and
via advertisements act our team performs representations in 20
as an advantage for regular quality checks to others, our sales team

clients, and come back ensure that the content works in close collaboration

to them in the form of meets the standard set with advertisers to help
significant savings. by our partner airlines. airline partners generate
revenue.
.Oo..
lasting relationships local footprint

Relationships with producers, A strong local team across countries
distributors, studios & advertisers helps us offer services and management
across the globe. to airlines at their local time.
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Skin Co. New York

Brings globally formulated skin product technology adapted for
Indian skin to exclusive salons near youll

skin co

@ new york
®

Skin Co. New York products are marketed (under the license) in India by
The Professional Hair Salon & Spa (India) Pvt. Ltd.
#TheAddress, Plot No. 62, Okhla Phase lIl,

New Delhi - 110020, Phone: +91-11-43011100

230, Park Avenue, Manhattan, New York - 10169, www.skinconewyork.com, info@skinconewyork.com

PhthalatesFree | GlutenFree | Crueltyfree | Vegan | Clinically tested | Dermatologist Tested | ColdPressed | Allmasks are100% Natural
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Distribution [t
channels

We offer 360° :\ Augmented ?X - A SZEON Get F R E E SerVi cesS

service across multiple \ I/&R’ /I SUBSCRIBER W t h ? 6 O O 0
distribution platforms K g@; /’ SalonPass O r

Se=——=-T Join our family of 2 lac+ customers (?500/m0nth, fOI‘ 1 2 monthS)

Applicable across 100+ Salons in 8 cities ¢ Valid on all deals, all days & all services

Are u an existing salon owner?
To make ur salon part of Be U, call 9821886522

o2.
04.
results &
analysis

content
creation &

distribution or We're listening @ 8690254275

Subscription f
e Based Salon info@beusalons.com
Chain Followus on @ [}

mMmaxposuremedia.com | info@maxposuremedia.com [+ v [in]

Delhi-NCR: Aalenes | Absolute Her’s | Asian | Bliss Beauty n Style | Champagne | D Castle (2 outlets) | Do Or Dyes | Elegance | Feuerangi | FaceArch | G And M Beauty Lounge | Glam Impression | Hair Beats | Hair Story | Head 2 Toe | Kabi
| Kenzo (6 outlets) | Kropp | Kutz & Kurlz Plus | Laban (2 outlets) | Monsoon (8 outlets) | Natural (2 outlets) | Naysha’s | Pallavi Bhatia Makeovers | Purete | Renew | R'just Hair (2 outlets) | Siddharth | Snips | Socialite | Studio 11 | Style 21 |

. . . . H Style Code | Style In | Style Redefined | Stylish Lounge | Tangles | Te Amo (2 outlets) | The Barbering | The Beauty Villa | The Hair Port | Tip Top | V CUT | Bengaluru: B-Star | Beauty Lounge | Black and White | Cut And Create | Curlz | Divine |
U SA | S N g a p ore | T h al | an d | M a | a y Sid | B an 8 | a d es h | | n d 1a | U A E | B a h rain Essence | Hollywood | Jennet’s Studio | Lavish Family | Live The Muse | Magic Touch | People 2 | Posh Styling Zone | Ponytail | Red | Reviva | Revive The Family | Skin & Strand | Studio R | Studio S | Stunning | Tact | Turning Heads|

Pune: Jazz | Jazz Up (3 outlets) | The Ripples
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