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AirArabia

Prepare to be
mesmerized in

Kenya

Route Flight No. Departure Arrival Frequency

Sharjah-Nairobi G9734 09:00 13:05 Daily

Sharjah-Nairobi G9730 18:55 23:10 Daily except Thursday

Nairobi-Sharjah G9735 13:45 19:50 DETY

Nairobi-Sharjah G9731 23:50 05:50+1 Daily except Thursday
o

Do not forget to pre-book Q) seat 1O Meal ("D Baggage @ Insurance

Book at www.airarabia.com | Call Sharjah (06)5580000, Abu Dhabi (02)6315888 @airarabiagroup {§ £J
Al Ain (03)7666630, Ras Al Khaimah (07)2284177 | Visit our sales offices/travel agents Standard terms & conditions apply.
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SNAPSHOT
Snippets, tips about travel,
people and history
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ROOM SERVICE
This April, escape into the pages of
history as you enjoy your stay at these -
heritage properties
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A CULTURE PRESERVED
Bishkek in Kyrgyztan has managed to
retain almost all of of its traditions and
abundant natural beauty
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THE CROSSROADS OF
ISTANBUL
They say it’'s where East meets West.
But in reality, it is so much more than
that. The dichotomies that exist in
Istanbul, the largest city of Turkey,
are unparalleled
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AWESTRUCK BY AMMAN
Jordan’s capital is an ideal getaway — teeming
with stunning ancient and modern attractions,
while giving easy access to popular places
such as the Dead Sea and Wadi Rum
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48 HOURS IN YEREVAN
Lying on the edge of Eastern Europe, this city
— with almost 3,500 years of recorded past —
is so much more than just a historical marvel
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48 HOURS IN NEW DELHI
The layout and convenience, the Greenery
and the history, essentially define the
capital of India!
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A SCENT OF SALALAH
From the finest frankincense and
archaeological marvels to cascading
waterfalls and culinary delights, this Omani
city is replete with much to see, do and sniff
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THE PEARL OF MOROCCO
Fez paints a pretty picture with
its colourful tiled palaces, vibrant
markets and grandiose museums

NEWS
A look at what has been
happening at Air Arabia

MAP
Air Arabia’s destinations
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AirArabia

- Extra Legroom -

Most generous

seat pitch for
maximum comfort \




THE SHORT LIST @ ...

// ROOM SERVICE
// INTERVIEW
SNIPPETS, TIPS & FACTS ABOUT TRAVEL, PEOPLE, HISTORY AND EVENTS
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SNAPSHOT

1

AL AIN ZOO,
ABU DHABI

It is the largest zoo of
its type in the Middle
East and is home to over
4,000 animals across
200 species.

2

NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL
PARK, NEW DELHI, INDIA

At this Zoological Park,
birds and animals live in
an environment that in
many ways resemble their
natural habitat.
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Foeus on

Ben Schwartz

NEW RELEASE — An actor, comedian and director,
Schwartz shot to fame with the TV show Parks and
Recreation. He will feature next as the voice of Sonic in

the movie Sonic the Hedgehog.

TRIVIA — He was a freelance writer for the Late Show
with David Letterman’s monologue.
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ONE
MINUTE
GUIDETO
FETE DU CITRON,
Every February,
Menton, a
picturesque coastal
town on the French
Riviera, hosts the
Féte du Citron
(Lemon Festival).
The delightful event
includes a series
of exhibitions and
parades featuring
fabulous citrus fruit
creations. The 2020
Lemon Festival
will be held from

February 16 to
March 3.
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u You can comment on your experience or discover Air Arabia’s latest news and offers by following @airarabiagroup
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DAY IN
HISTORY

February 15,
1564

GALILEO GALILEI
WAS BORN

Astronomer,
physicist and
mathematician
Galileo Galilei was
born in Pisa, Italy.
He was the first
to use a telescope
and advanced the
theory that the
sun, not the earth,
was the centre of
the solar system.
His formulation
of inertia and
parabolic
trajectories marked
the beginning of
a fundamental
change in the study
of motion.
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City Stopover: Almaty, Kazakhstan

SEE

Kazakhstan Museum
of Arts

View the best art
collection of the country
here along with noted
works from Russia and
Western Europe.

RELAX

Kok-Tébe

Take a cable car ride
or a bus to Kok-Tobe,
a 1,J00-m-high hill on
the city’s southeast
edge. It offers great
views of the Almaty.
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TRY

Coffee

Almaty boasts a
thriving artisan
coffee scene. Try the
beverage out in one
of the many cafes
dotting the city.

SHOP

Green Market

A paradise for food
shoppers, this two-
level market offers
spices and herbs,
meat, Korean salads
and more.
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ROOM SERVICE
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HERITAGE HOTELS

This April, escape into the pages of history as you enjoy your stay at
these heritage properties
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HOTEL ALBERGO
BEIRUT, LEBANON

Tucked away in a quiet
neighbourhood in east Beirut, the
hotel is a sanctuary of luxury and

the only Relais & Chateaux property
in the country. Old world charm
with old fashioned service assure
an entrancing stay. The hotel is
equipped with 33 suites and a
rooftop swimming pool to indulge
all your senses.

T: +961(0) 133 97 97
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TAJ LAKE PALACE
UDAIPUR, INDIA

Jag Niwas is today the majestic

and magnificent Hotel in Udaipur.
Restored to its pristine glory, this
palace became world renowned when
the James Bond film ‘Octopussy’ was
filmed at it. This heritage hotel has 65
luxurious rooms and 18 grand suites
and is located on an island in the midst
of a lake that affords every room with
breathtaking views.

T: +910294-2428800
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DAR SEFFARINE
FEZ, MOROCCO

More than 600 years old,

the building is a masterpiece
of Moorish architecture.

The recent restoration of

the palace was a mammoth
project, taking 25 craftsmen
over 2 years to bring it back to
original magnificence. It is now
one of the best examples of

a traditional building in world
heritage listed in Fez.

T: +212 (0)524 485611




INTERVIEW

MAN OF THE HOUR

American actor Jason Mamoa has taken the world by surprise with his

skills and has several mainstream roles in his kitty

Jason’s journey started with a role
in Baywatch Hawaii as a 19-year-old
with  some modelling experience,
before he landed a larger part in a
bigger show as Ronan in the last
four seasons of Stargate: Atlantis.
It was the perfect set-up to score
a blockbuster movie and become
Hollywood’s next big thing but it
didn’'t quite happen the way he
envisaged it. This was until Khal
Drogo happened to him, and us. Even
Momoa admits that Game of Thrones
changed his life. The 6’4” actor is now
Aguaman, and will also be Baba Voss
in Apple’'s upcoming future-based
drama series See.

How do you manage and maintain
your body in perfect shape?

I'live well, I live a lot. And | live happy! |
am not that much of an indoor exercise
person. Why would you want to let a
machine run you when you got the
whole world to run! It's never too late
to start working out like it’s supposed
to be done - outdoors! Climbing is my
second favourite way to exercise.

TEXT BY AARTI KAPUR SINGH

But from what we’ve heard, looking
good is a lot of hard work? You make
it sound like a party!

It makes me feel better and focused.
And because | like my brew, | go for
lean protien and green veggies when I'm
leaning out because | like to save some
calories for an unexpected extra party. |
prefer eating ocean fish. Especially when
| can catch it myself. Especially pure and
fresh Aku! | work out really hard. | push
myself.

And your kind of cardio is not
necessarily restricted to the gym?
Of course it is not! | get up at 5am and |
train hard. I've got two young children, so
| have to get up early. But | like it. Morning
is when | do all my best work. Whenever
| wake up, I'm up, | don't lie there like
an idiot. | get up, run up a hill, get some
exercise and have some time with my
thoughts. It is weird, but the guy who
is the king of Atlantis finds swimming
boring! (laughs) To me, it’s like going on a
treadmill.” | prefer to get my exercise from
outdoor pursuits and sports, rather than a
repetitive regime in the gym. In fact, I'd

never lifted weights before 2010 when |
trained to play the title role in Conan the
Barbarian. It's very hard sometimes to
just work out. It’s monotonous and you
can get stuck in a rut.

You have a lot of fans that are women.
How much effort does dressing up
take?

| am absolutely at ease in a Black
Sabbath t-shirt with easy jeans or work
pants. | am also at ease in what people
call ‘red carpet dressing’. But whatever
| ' wear, | make sure it is exactly as | wish.
Yes, it should fit properly. If it ain’t broke
don’t fix it. If you know something looks
good on you, don’t save it for special
occasions. Buy more of the same thing
in different colours and materials and
wear it every day. Each individual has
a style which suits him or her best. The
best way to compliment your look is to
dress according to what suits you the
best. Find out what works and keep
doing it. Individual style means not
letting anyone question your taste. You
will be stylish if you are you. My tattoos
are my only accessories. ©®
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DESTINATIONS

DISCOVER ALL THE EXCITING PLACES THAT AIR ARABIA CAN TAKE YOU TO
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TOPKAPI PALACE, ISTANBUL, TURKEY

Built in the 14th century, the Topkapi Palace originally served
as the main residence and administrative headquarters of the
Ottoman sultans.

// ESCAPE
// EXPLORE
// DISCOVER
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Bishkek in Kgyz’[an has m_anagd to retain almost all of
R of its traditions and abundant natural beauty
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My trip to Kyrgyzstan was an impromptu
one. No planning, no research, no to-
see list. So desperately | was in need of
an adventure, that | had just packed the
few things that | could find within reach
and left. Landing in Almaty, said to be
the country’s largest metropolis, | heaved
a sigh of relief. But my destination was
another 40-minute plane ride away in
Bishkek, the capital. Filled with greenery
and what a travel brochure described as
‘post-Soviet anachronisms’, Bishkek is
a delightful city to be in. Not only does
it offer a mouth watering cuisine and a
vibrant cultural scene but also boasts
stunning vistas of the surrounding Tien
Shan mountain range. And | was told by
my hostess that the best time to start
exploring the city is early morning. Bright
and early the following day, | had my
first taste of a traditional local breakfast
- a spread of thin pancakes, porridge,
omelettes accompanied by marmalade
and honey.
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Opening page:Beautiful scenery around
Bishkek; This page top:Fountains at the
Alley of Youth in Bishkek; This page bottom:
Fountains at the Alley of Youth in Bishkek;
Opposite page bottom:Kalpaks, high-crowned
caps made of felt and colourful shawls in
shop at Bishkek



| was pleasantly surprised when my hostess

offered me frittatas as welll Energised | set
off to explore the city, and my first stop was
the Victory Square. The monument which
resembles three yurt struts curving over
an eternal flame was built in 1984 to mark
the 40th year of the end of WW Il. One of
the best ways to get under the skin of the
city, learn about its history, understand its
culture and tradition and the events that
shaped them is to visit the museum. Bishkek
will leave you spoilt for choice. Culturally
inclined, | head to the State Museum of
Fine Arts. Named after Gapar Aytiev, this
museum was called the Kyrgyz Nationa
Museum of Fine Arts when it was opened
on January 1, 1935. The exhibits here boast
intricate Kyrgyz embroidery, decorative
rugs made of felt and, needless to say,
prized paintings by such noted artists as G
Aitiev, S Chuikov, T Sadykov and T Herzen.
In fact, Russian paintings dating between
the 18th and 20th centuries are displayed
in a way to illustrate the history of the fine
arts of Russia in its chronological stages
and stylistic directions.
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WHERE TO STAY

Asia Mountains 1

This delightful getaway
is striking for its beautiful
gardens, Sun-drenched
communal spaces and
an open kitchen/sitting
room with hot drinks.

Capsule Hotel
Advertised as the first
capsule hotel in Central
Asia, the 20 individually
lockable sleeping spaces
come equipped with all
basic amenities.
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AirArabia

AIR ARABIA
OPERATES 5
DIRECT FLIGHTS
A WEEK FROM
SHARJAH TO
BISHKEK

lpblléycll

Opposite page top:A stand for dried
fruits in Osh Bazaar, Bishkek; This
page bottom:Kyrgyz nomadic man builds
yurt; Opposite page bottom:A pile of a
traditional central asian round and flat
bread, baked in a tandoori oven; This
page top:The iconic Monument of Victory
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A walk around the city and | realised
that apart from the lush greenery and
the imposing mountains, Bishkek
is also known for its statues. From
Bubusara Beyshenalieva, hailed as
the country’s first great ballerina,
to Lenin and to Manas, Kyrgyzstan’s
national hero - the city is dotted
with them. They say that life doesn’t
always turn out the way we plan
it; sometimes it's better. The same
holds true for adventures - the most
exhilarating are the ones we never
plan. They leave you with not only
sweet memories to last a lifetime but
make you realise that there is a world
beyond your workstation waiting to
be explored. You just have to take a
step. I am glad | took mine. ®
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They say it's where East meets West. But in reality, it is so much
more than that. The dichotomies that exist in Istanbul, the
largest city of Turkey, are unparalleled
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ESCAPE

Istanbul is a dynamic and modern day
world centre that has been steeped in
history and relevance for thousands
of years. The bridge between Asia
and Europe, physically divided by the
Bosphorus Straight, it embodies the
best of all worlds—it is truly an epicentre
of art, culture, food and history. With
wide eyes, an empty stomach and
walking shoes on my feet, it was time to
explore the city that has withstood the
tests of time.

Surrounded by history in the heart
of the Sultanahmet District, declared
a World Heritage Site in 1985, | found
shelter in a hole-in-the-wall-coffee
house, while a storm raged outside.
Turkish coffee is more than just a means
to a caffeine-rush here; it is an integral
part to the life of the city. In fact, there
is a ritual of bringing sugar to the boil
in a special pot called a cezve, which is
then served in a dainty cup and saucer.
| sipped my coffee while sampling a
homemade Turkish delight.
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Turkish delight, also known as lokum,
is a Turkish delicacy that is based on
a mixture of starch and sugar that is
coloured with food colouring. Though
there are many unigque varieties to
sample, my favourite was pistachio.

Once fed and caffeinated, as the rain
clouds started to dissipate, it was time
to further explore the intricacies of the
old city. My first stop was the 400-year-
old Sultan Ahmed Mosque, often
nicknamed The Blue Mosque, because
of the blue tiles that envelop the
structure. This Ottoman Mosque was
built in the early 1600’s as an empirical
show of strength by Sultan Ahmet I.
Though one of the most popular tourist
spots in the entire city The Blue Mosque
is still very much functioning as a place
of worship.

Staring at The Blue Mosque is the
equally stunning Hagia Sophia museum,
a testament to how sophisticated the
world truly was during Byzantine times.
Hagia Sophia has been the world’s
largest cathedral for 1000 years.
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Opening page: Galata Tower and Galata
Bridge in Istanbul; Left: Interior view
of the magnificent Blue Mosque; Top:
Decorative ornaments at The Grand Bazaar
in Istanbul; Opposite page bottom: The
Hagia Sophia Museum
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ESCAPE

Istanbul is a multicultural metropolis
today because its roots truly derived
from all cultures. The Roman Cisterns,
for example, are a perfectly preserved
subterranean monument that prove
the Romans certainly were masterful
builders. Inside, the enormous stones
at the base are rubbed smooth by
the hands and feet of countless
visitors over the ages. Gazing up, the
cavernous expanse of the main hall is
capped by magnificent domes with
small windows that allow the beams of
light to crisscross the room. The scale
and beauty of the construction made
to simply store water is stunning. The
arches and columns cover several
acres underground.

Following my time travel to
the ancient world and Istanbul’s
antiquities, it was time | stepped back
into the modern world.
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Top: Old-fashioned tram at Taksim
square; This page bottom: The Taksim
Republic Monument; Opposite page bottom:
The Spice Bazaar in Istanbul; Opposite
page top: Colourful houses in Kuzguncuk
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AirArabia

AIR ARABIA
OPERATES 9 DIRECT
FLIGHTS A WEEK
FROM SHARJAH TO
TWO DIFFERENT
AIRPORTS IN
ISTANBUL
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| then visit the Istanbul Modern
Art Museum, located in the Beyoglu
district of Istanbul. A homage to
contemporary and experimental art,
the installations and sculptures at this
museum feature some of Turkey's
best contemporary artists. A must see
for any culture or art connoisseur.

All the walking in Istanbul left me
with an urge for a spa therapy and
the traditional hammams, that offer
authentic and absolutely rejuvenating
experiences, came to my rescue. Just
like the coffee started my day, a visit
to the hammam gave me a sense of
cleanliness and peace at night. Unlike
a regular bathhouse, hammams are
chambers designed with wall to wall
stones and a scorching altar-like slab
in the middle of the room.

A city bursting with history, Istanbul
is one of those rare gems that serves
all. For the luxury traveller, for the
curious backpacker, for the historian,
for the lover of culture, Istanbul not
only delivers, but has also withstood
the test of time. ®
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ESCAPE

The Dead Sea, Petra, Jerash, Kunafa,
Wadi Rum and Agaba were enough
reasons for me to want to visit the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. So
one fine morning, | decided to not
procrastinate any longer and landed
in Amman, the charming capital of
the country.

Normally, | like to begin my city
tours from downtown and | was
especially glad | did so in Amman
— there is no better way to begin
exploring this bustling city, also
known as Philadelphia in the olden
days. The first sight that riveted me
here was the imposing Al-Husseini
Mosque, standing tall in the heart of
balad, Arabic for downtown. Built
by the late King Abdullah in 1924
on the site of a much older mosque,
the present mosque stands out as
an expression of the Ottoman style.
The architecture, both internal and
external, make it a marvel worth
visiting.
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It is difficult to miss the bustling
souk just across the street from
the mosque. Comprising five main
alleyways, the market exudes a charm
redolent of the Arabian bazaar of
folklore, and is brimming with all kinds
of local merchandise — from fruits
and vegetables to crafts, jewellery,
clothing, antiqgue goods and more. |
couldn’t resist the glossy red, freshly-
picked cherries that were neatly
stacked in one of the stalls, along with
fruits such as figs, olives, oranges and
grapes. Gobbling down a few, | went
on to pick up other knick-knacks from
the market, as vibrant colours and
delicious fragrances pervaded the air.

When in Amman, you can’t miss
the famous kunafa — a crisp orange-
coloured pastry filled with layers of
pistachio. After stocking up on the
souvenirs, | decided to try the melt-
in-your-mouth offerings in the area,
including those at Al-Haj Mahmoud
Habibah & Sons Co, an iconic sweet
shop | had heard a lot about. Both the
shop as well as the dessert lived up to
the hype for me.

Next on my list now was the
Amman Citadel or Jabal al-Qala’a, an
ancient landmark of the Roman city of
Philadelphia tracing its origins to 138
AD. Strewn with numerous Roman,
Byzantine and early Islamic vestiges,
it is located on a hill and gives visitors
not only an insight into Amman’s
incredible history but also provides
stunning views of the city. One of
the most impressive structures here
comprises the remnants of the stately
Umayyad Palace on the Citadel Hill.
The great monumental gateway, with
its cruciform shape and four vaulted
niches, leads to a courtyard and a
colonnaded street. Built between 720
and 750 AD, it is largely a ruin now,
but is still enough to get an idea of
the extravagance that the rulers must
have once enjoyed.

Opening page: The Dead Sea, near Amman;
Opposite page: The ruins of Umayyad
Palace; This page above: Bedouin sheep
and goats in Wadi Rum; Below: The ruins
of Jerash
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ESCAPE

WHERE TO EAT

« BEITSITTI
Situated on Mohammad
Ali Al Sa’di Street, this
restaurant makes for an
amazing dining experience,
with a choice of traditional
local delicacies on offer.
They also have a ‘cook and
dine’ set up where you can
learn how to prepare a
traditional Arabic meal.

* HASHEM RESTAURANT
On the alley off the Al-
Amir Mohammed Street in
downtown, this place is a

must-try for the local cuisine.

They don’t have a menu but
pretty much always serve
the same dishes. Do try the
falafel here.

This page top: The Amman
Citadel; Opposite page:
Al-Khazneh treasury in Petra
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On the other side of the Citadel
is the partly re-constructed Roman
amphitheatre, with a seating capacity
of 6,000. Carved into the hillside, it is a
sight to behold, transporting one back to
the bygone era. The theatre is now used
for a number of cultural events such as
music concerts, book fairs and more, that
happen in Amman on a regular basis.

Despite an exhausting outing at the
Citadel, it was time to travel back in time
some more. In a sharp contrast to the
bustling downtown, Jerash seems to be
stuck in a time warp! Known as Gerasa
in earlier times, the ruins here are now
generally acknowledged to be among
the best-preserved Roman provincial
towns in the world. The city is said to
date back 6,500 years, but flourished
the most in 63 BC, when Roman general
and statesman Pompey conguered
it. Now, the famous Jerash Festival of
Culture and Arts is held here every year
between July and August. The ruins are
decked and lit for the event and the
ancient colonnaded streets come to life
with dance, music concerts and more,
including stalls selling local handicrafts. If
visiting Amman during those months, do
try and attend the festival, it is a unique
experience.

For those interested in art, Darat al-
Funun, Amman’s leading contemporary
art centre, is another must-visit.
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AirArabia

AIR ARABIA OPERATES
14 DIRECT FLIGHTS
FROM SHARJAH TO
AMMAN
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Amman is also known for its
hammams or bath houses. Visit the
Al-Pasha Turkish Hammam on Al-
Mahmoud Taha street for a choice of
body treatments, rejuvenating facials,
cleansing scrubs, relaxing massages
and more that will invigorate you for
the trip ahead.

Another unmissable site in the
area is Madaba, about 40 minutes’
drive from the capital. Reflecting the
stunning Byzantine mosaic tradition
Madaba is often referred to as the
mosaic country, and is home to the
awe-inspiring mosaic map that uses
millions of pieces of vividly coloured
local stones to depict valleys, hills,
towns and settlements from centuries
ago.

From Madaba, you can take the
Desert Highway (or even the King's
Highway) to Petra, the bewitching
and mysterious rock-carved capital
of the Nabataean Arabs who are said
to have lived in this area around 500
BC. Interestingly, Petra is said to be
only partially discovered, as most
of it is believed to be underground.
The part that is visible, however, is
nothing short of marvellous. Nestled
within intricate geological formations
of mountains and gorges, the city is
carved in sandstone. The Siqg, a natural
sandstone chasm that opens on to
the magnificent treasury called Al-
Khazneh, is especially breathtaking.
The facade is one of the finest
specimens of the Nabataean carvings,
and even after some two millennia,
remains astounding.

Continuing on the Desert Highway,
one can visit the ruggedly beautifu
Wadi Rum as well as Agaba, Jordan’s
sole seaport. The Dead Sea is not very
far from here either.

The beauty of Amman is that it is a
cornucopia of cultural and historical
riches as well as a treasure trove of
all things modern and contemporary.
It is impossible to not be charmed by
this city. ®
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g on the edge of Eastern Europe, this city — with almost 3,500 years i
of recorded past — is so much more than just a historical marvel
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Have you heard of Aram Nikol? Faina Arutyunyan? Diana
Shatverian? Well, they are all celebrated Armenian fashion
designers who make young women go weak in the knees
with their gorgeous offerings. | had to put them on my
bucket-list for Yeravan. Even though I’'m not much of a high-
fashion shopper, | do like to visit stores of local designers.
After all, the way indigenous fashion is represented speaks
volumes about the city and its ideologies. It almost always
gives intriguing and interesting insights into the people
and their lifestyle. But with Yerevan, | was in for a pleasant
surprise. Little did | know that the city would turn out to
be such a treasure trove of touristy delights — offering
so much insight into its ethos — that looking into fashion
and clothing would take a complete backseat. There’s
another thing that strikes you the moment you land. The
flamboyant capital of Armenia may be counted among the
oldest cities in the world, but the moment you step out of
the aircraft, the ‘old city’ claim doesn’t seem to quite fit.
Starting from the beautiful airport to what you see for the
rest of your stay, it is all a picture of modern prosperity
and elegance, blended, of course, with old world charm.
With so much to explore and reassess, Yerevan has to be
visited to really be experienced.
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WHERE TO STAY

ARMENIA MARRIOTT HOTEL YEREVAN

This lavish hotel matches
its prime location with
equally impressive
rooms (that overlook the
Republic Square) and

great dining options. Try
the Armenia Brasserie and
other restaurants. The ice-
cream from their on-site
parlour is a must.

dol8ll s Lol

(Olag) Lol wgyjlo §aid

Jobd puuadl aihluag
o U olelll
aolall Loyl sl
ool peling 5]

B9 Aalell gaioll lin &by
asbg0 &o ol g
&o) d=ill agpe o Guuipl
(@ygmonll aalu sle il

33

airarabia.com




DAY 1

From my hotel room, | got a sweeping
view of the city and the gorgeous
landscape. It was breathtaking, to say the
least. But the real beauty of Yerevan lay
in the warmth and welcome of its people.
After a hearty breakfast, | ventured out
into the city that boasts undeniable
history and enchanting culture.

| started my tour with the Republic
Square — the centre of the city. It
is a very active intersection, with
a series of dancing fountains, the
History Museum and the government
office that has the clock tower (often
referred to as Yerevan's very own Big
Ben). The History Museum is a must-
visit — after all, the city is said to have
recorded history that goes back some
3,500 years. The museum houses an
extraordinary collection of Bronze Age
artefacts, medieval-era discoveries and,
quite interestingly, a leather shoe that is
said to be more than 5,000 years old.
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It was early afternoon and | was climbing
the steps of the popular Matenadaran.
Technically a library, but really a shrine,
it showcases ancient manuscripts that
go back centuries. There are hundreds
of books and miniature paintings on
display here, all preserved with utmost
care. Just to be able to hold a book that
is so unigue (and so old!) is a once-in-a-
lifetime experience.

At just some distance from this exotic
library was my next stop — the Yerevan
cascade, also home to a multi-level
contemporary art space known as the
Cafesjian Museum. Sculptures, works of
art and furniture are exhibited here both
in the internal galleries as well as on the
garden outside. The external flight of
more than 500 stone steps takes you to
the Haghtanak Park and the Monument
Neighbourhood. Going up, each tier of
the Cascade offers a mesmerising view of
the city.

And while you stand there soaking up
the sight, do notice the colourful flowers —
you'll find them everywhere in Yerevan.
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Opening Page: The
Blue Mosque; This
page: Yerevan railway
station, with David
of Sassoun’s statue
in the foreground;
Opposite page: The
city of Yerevan at
sunrise
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MUSEUM WATCH

Besides Matenadaran, the
History Museum and Cafesjian,
there are many other museums
of interest in Yerevan:

THE EREBUNI MUSEUM:
Sitting on Arin Berd hill, it is
considered to be the birthplace
of Yerevan. One can explore the
ruins of the citadel and frescoes
on the wall.

MODERN ART MUSEUM:
Established in 1972, the prime
objective behind this museum
was to promote and support
Armenian artists. The first of

its kind in the Soviet Union, the
collections it features consist of
works by both international and
Armenian masters.

As the sun goes down, find your way
back to the Republic Square. This is
when the singing fountains (the first
of their kind in the Soviet Union)
come alive. The many fountains
dance, beautifully choreographed,
to the tunes of classical and jazz
music. As they go up and down,
a range of bright colours adds
majesty to this sound and dance
routine. Music is an integral part
of Yerevan’'s culture, so for dinner,
head to any restaurant playing live
music. Don’t worry about the food
— it will be delicious nonetheless.
Armenians love to congregate over
drinks and food. In the evenings,
terraces and cafés come alive with
light music, clinking of glasses, and
friendly chatter.
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It was a bright, sunny morning, and
| decided to head out to admire
the city’s architecture, which so
gracefully blends the old with the
new. First on my list was the UNESCO
World Heritage-listed Echmiadzin
Mother Cathedral — considered
one of the oldest churches in the
world. My next destination was the
Blue Mosque — the only functioning
mosque in the city. Its tiled dome
and small minarets might seem a
bit modest in comparison to its
namesake in Istanbul, but the garden,
with blooming flowerbeds and pretty
fountains, definitely merits a visit.
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This page: Hayravank
monastery, near Yerevan;
Opposite page: Carpets
for sale in Vernissage,
and an outdoor market in
Yerevan
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EXPLORE

Artistic  expression can be seen
blossoming in every part of Yerevan.
This extends to art and architecture
as well as fashion. While shopping had
been put on the backburner, my trip to
the city would have been incomplete
without exploring its most famous
fashion street. So, | headed to the
Northern Avenue, the contemporary
pedestrian mall just walking distance
from the History Museum. A shoppers
paradise, you can find every imaginable
international fashion brand here

When you are done shopping, walk
straight ahead to the magnificent
Yerevan Opera House. This is where you
get a taste of the real Yerevan art and
culture. This architectural and cultural
masterpiece is more than 80 years old
and hosts traditional operas, ballets and
other performances.
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AirArabia

AIR ARABIA FLIES FROM
SHARJAH TO YEREVAN 7
TIMES A WEEK
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This page: Yerevan
railway station
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Parks, fountains and sidewalks for
leisurely strolls galore, Yerevan is a
family-friendly destination. | spent the
evening just dawdling around some
of them. Almost all the streets here
are lined with pretty little cafés. Do
try the special Armenian coffee in one
of these. The cuisine is delicious too.
The local produce is the hero of every
dish featured on the menu, and the
hospitality of the people here makes
food even tastier. Gorge on the mezzes,
mante, dolma, khash, rice pilaf, fatayer,
lahmajoon, and, of course, the kebaps.
Just like me, close the meal with a
sumptuous serving of the heavenly
baklava. And, in case you're wondering
what to take home, stock up on the
dry fruits and home-made honey that
Yerevan is famous for. ©
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, the greenery and the history, §

The layout and convenience

essentially define the capital of Indial
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Delhi was on the prodigious national highway of
the Mauryas that connected their capital Patliputra
(now Patna in Bihar) with Taxila (Takshashila),
now in Pakistan. Today, Indira Gandhi International
Airport is the busiest in India! Old Delhi is not as
pedestrian friendly but retains its old-world charm.
The National Capital Region actually comprises of
neighbouring districts of Gurugram, Noida, Ghaziabad
and Faridabad. But at least expressways have
made the drive into the city easier. Surrounded by
greenery, seven roads radiate from the roundabout
in Connaught Place, forming common circles. Delhi’s
identity is a distinctive one today; it seems to be
the place, where the choice for everything, from
restaurants to routes, is amazing and overwhelming!
I love the energy and vivacity of the city, extremely
cosmopolitan, the fastest growing city in Asia, Delhi
is the ideal gateway to India and beyond.
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WHERE TO STAY

ANDAZ BY HYATT, AEROCITY

Business or
pleasure, the
hotel offers a
host of amenities
to inspire you

to be at your

best. Each room
is designed
with a stress-
free, home-like
cosiness and is
well furnished

with the newest
amenities and
services so

that your stay
is natural and
convenient.

dolaVl A Lol

6l b wuanigs &yl - g jlal

gi asiol poudl yla clguw
Gaioll ooy Jlocll jlasl

gt Jilwg Ja
20 92 }4995 sle Gyl

eljio 59 Wila Wy
uinell gl aslaslly
8jmao Lol Loa auall
Wiloarllg Jilwgll &aaly
Aaypo eliold] Joai gl

41

airarabia.

com




EXPLORE

DAY 1

Joll ool

| book myself on a Breakfast Trail,
which covers various parts of Old
Delhi. I met my guide from Delhi
Food Walks, at 7: 30 AM sharp,
outside the Metro Station. Our first
stop is an old-fashioned sweet shop
called ‘'Shyam Sweets’, that serves
the most delicious bedmi puris
(fried puffed bread made of wheat
dough), supplemented with an old-
style Potato curry! Next up we go
to the oldest vendor serving Matara
(peas) Kulcha (flat baked bread), with
a cube of butter mixed in the curry.
Located in a small by lane, this tiny
spot is buzzing with customers. The
spicy albeit delicious ‘food walk’ laid
the perfect foundation for my trip to
the India capital.
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Stomach happy, | obviously skip lunch
and head to Janpath (Connaught Place).
| am spoilt for choice in this downtown
shopping area frequented by tourists
looking for a cheap bargain on trinkets
and curios to take back home.

But nevertheless, | make it a point to
visit all the tiny shops (which look more
like kiosks) and eventually end up with
three large bags full of merchandise.
The cold coffee at DePaul’s is a tradition
and | get myself a glass. One thing
that particularly interested me were
the fragrance shops at Janpath where
you can design your own concoction
of beautiful and intricate perfumes.
They even have unusual fragrances
like freshly cut grass and parchment
amongst usuals like Musk and Jasamine.
| personally fell in love with something
called ‘Rain’ , believe you me, it was
nothing less than the smell of fresh,
damp earth, right before it starts to
rain in the spring.
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WHERE TO EAT

Indian Accent: Chef
Manish Mehrotra is no
alien to perfection and
his emphasis in every
dish is fresh and quality
ingredients.

Prankster, Gurugram:
An Indian café and a bar
reminiscent of college
times, Prankster, is a
space where you can
toast to old times.

Opening page: The Interiors of the Jama
Masjid. Opposite page top: The Iconic

Humayun’s Tomb in New Delhi; Above:

The striking architecture of the Lotus

Temple; Left: The famous Qutub Minar
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EXPLORE

| have booked tickets for a show at
the much talked about ‘Kingdom of
Dreams’. Abounding with the display
of two welcoming elephants, this
endeavour brings to life the magic
and timeless mystique of India in a
unique blend. The synthesis of heritage
and inspiring architecture, cuisine and
drama are gorgeously coordinated with
spectacular technical wizardry. Culture
Gully is one of the core attractions
here, quite like a magnificent Indian
carnival, an elaborate boulevard of
culture, arts & crafts and cuisine
showcasing 14 states of India in their
trademark splendour on a single street
enveloped under a breath taking sky
dome. | catch up with a few friends
at the newly opened 'Unplugged
Courtyard’ in Gurugram, that serves
gratifying plates of comfort food, and
a lot of personality. My vote goes all
out to the interesting fusion which was
a blend of Indian and Middle Eastern
influences.
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DAY 2

Ll gl

Located between Khan Market and
Safdarjung Tomb on Lodhi Road, Lod
Gardens is a green lung for the city and
a sought-after picnic spot on winter
afternoons. Yoga classes are held every
morning in the park and joggers are
drawn to its well-maintained tracks. So
I join the yoga classes (free for all) and
then put on my running shoes and hit
the tracks to take a break in the green
environs. | then head to Dilli Haat an
excellent combination of craft bazaars,
regional food and entertainment from
all across the country. It is a vibrant
arena showcasing rural India to an urban
audience. | would say if you don’t have
enough time to visit the whole of India,
head to Dilli Haat for the abridged
version which initself is an activity that
should take you an entire day.
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Opposite page top: The Diwan-i-Aam at
the Red Fort in New Delhi; opposite
page bottom: The iconic India Gate;
This Page top: The Iconic Agrasen ki
Baoli in New Delhi
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EXPLORE

lam mesmerized by the Akshardham
Temple. | take the boat ride through
an artificial tunnel to visit a yagna-
kund that is also a synchronized
colourful fountain, go for an audio-
animatronics show, and peek at the
giant movie screen that shows a
special movie filmed in over 100
locations in India, with a cast of
45000 people. Remember that the
Complex is only open from 9 AM to 6
PM and is at a considerable distance
from the city centre, so do keep an
hour or two for travelling. Exhibitions
timings are from 10 am to 5:30 PM
and the musical fountain starts at
6:45 PM. The complex is sprawled
across alarge area and also houses
a canteen which serves simple but
delicious food that has the authentic
taste and sweetness of Gujarat.
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This page top: Delicious street food in
New Delhi; This page bottom: Colourful
bangels at a local market; Opposite page
top: Raw spices displayed at a store;
Opposite page bottom: Handmade shoes at
a flea market
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DLF Cyber Hub is the most happening
place in the entire NCR, so | head
there for a recce. The charming
visual merchandise windows at the
various stores grab my attention.
| get in through the beautiful glass
doors and delicious aromas, wafting
out of the open kitchens, engulf my
senses. There are interesting quirky
treats like the Charlie Chaplin and
Mr Bean projections and a sushi bar
with the iconic waving cats. We settle
here for dinner and | must say it was
a good choice. We take a late night
drive through the financial district
and | was amazed at the change in
my surroundings. The entire area is
packed with beautiful skyscrapers
and is designed in way that makes
navigation as easy as possible. This
was a perfect end to my trip, | still
have some trouble believing that so
much has changed in Delhi in a little
over a decade. ©
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When planning a trip to Oman, |
was advised to be led by my nose
more than my eyes. What a thousand
beautiful pictures will not say, a single
bottle of the purest frankincense will
convey in silence. And thus it was,
that | found my way to a little slice of
perfume heaven called Salalah. An
Arabian Sea port in the governorate
of Dhofar, it once lay at the heart of
Oman’s 6,000-year-old frankincense
trade and is also home, incidentally,
to the world’'s first frankincense
ice cream! Friends in the know had
assured me that Dhofar is also a haven
for the Arab world’s finest bakhoor -
hand-blended incense, made using
powdered flowers, raisins, perfumed
oils, ground seashells and several other
aromatics. Along my sojournin the city,
| came across several women artisans
selling fine bakhoor from their homes,
at weekly markets and at souks. In
Oman, burning this particular incense
is believed to ward off bad luck. Quite
heartening, then, to be welcomed by
its aroma at our hotel!
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Doing justice to Salalah’'s perfume and
archaeological heritage requires at least three
whole days, so plan accordingly if Salalah is
one among several stops along your Oman
itinerary. The best place to begin your tryst with
the city, as | did, is at the Land of Frankincense
Museum, which chronicles the country’s
maritime history from 2000 BC to the present
day. It was here that | discovered, much to
my surprise, that frankincense was once a
currency - Oman used it for trade between
the 7th century BC and the 2nd century AD!
Not too far away from the museum is the Al
Baleed Archaeological Park, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site that was recently excavated to
reveal evidence of a historical port city.

More architectural heritage then awaited me
at Khor Rori, roughly an hour’s drive from the
Al Baleed Archaeological Park. The Hadramite
kingdom'’s fortified town lies here, with some
of its walls and pillars still intact, harking back
to an era bygone. More modern architectural
details can be found at Mirbat, a small fishing
town to the east of Dhofar, renowned for its
carved shutters, vibrantly coloured doors and
traditional wooden boats. It is also renowned
for its natural side: it boasts an incredibly
diverse bird population - including red-necked
phalaropes, bridled terns and kingfishers - that
draws birdwatchers from across the world.
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Opening page: A beautiful
beach near the city;
Facing page: The Salalah
clock tower; This Page:
Al Baleed Archaeological
Park; Facing page bottom:
The entrance to the Grand
Mosque
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WHERE TO STAY

AL BALEED RESORT
SALALAH by Anantara
Offering a luxurious
experience of Oman’s
culture, this villa resort is
everything you need and
more, for the perfect Omani
vacation. The first of its
kind in Salalah, it is inspired
by Dhofar’s iconic coastal
fortresses, with intricate
architectural detailing
accompanying princely
comforts and amenities.

HILTON SALALAH
RESORT

If you seek a spectacular
view of the Indian Ocean,
the Hilton is your best
bet in Salalah. A mere

15 minutes by road from
the Salalah International
Airport, it is a convenient,
accessible and comfortable
option.

Far removed from the more busy vibe of
the northern parts of Oman, Salalah is also
a natural haven you might not have been
expecting from what is - for all intents and
purposes - a desert region. One of the only
two places on the Arabian peninsula that
experience a monsoon (the other being
Yemen), the city transforms once every year
into a vision in green, with a lush countryside
punctuated by pristine beaches, magnificent
waterfalls and diverse wildlife. You can spot
camels, dolphins, whales and turtles aplenty
here. One absolute must-visit is Mughsayl
Beach, with its frankincense trees offering
you plenty of spots to relax and unwind in
their shade, ideally accompanied by a hearty
picnic basket full of local delicacies such as
Dhofari kak bread and khubz lahooh, a fried,
slightly sweet crepe-like delight.

If a traditional desert vibe is what you seek,
however, go the tried-and-tested way - an
exotic safari through the Empty Quarter,
also known as Rub Al Khali, which is one
of the largest deserts on Earth. Arranging
for a guide is advisable for a truly enriching
experience. You can begin with an area
within the desert called Ramlat Hashman
and spend the entire day driving through the
bare and beautiful landscape, heading back
to Salalah after sunset.
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AirArabia

AIR ARABIA OPERATES
14 DIRECT FLIGHTS A
WEEK FROM SHARJAH
TO SALALAH
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Facing page: Traditional tropical
outdoor market huts; Top: The beautiful
lobby of a hotel
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Before wrapping up my Omani
holiday, a visit to the famed souks in
and around Salalah was imperative.
The Al Husn Souq, nestled in the midst
of Salalah’s old neighbourhoods, is a
bubbling cauldron of Omani tradition,
with exquisite handicrafts on offer. The
Al Hafah Souq, a mere three kilometres
from the city, is Oman’s largest
frankincense market. Surrounded by
lofty coconut trees, it places on offer
a vast variety of products including
traditional textiles, gum, incense, gold
and silver jewellery, and more. With
its endless rows of frankincense and
bakhoor merchants, this souk is the
closest I've been to perfume paradise.
As far as the jewellery goes, intricate
neckpieces, carved gold medallions
and exquisite gold chains abound, and
they’re not as hard on your pocket as
you might think! ®
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DISCOVER

[ It was a warm sunny morning in June
when | arrived in Fez. | had been told
by my long-time pen friend Aayat, a
local, that this city, one of the largest in
Morocco, is the sole custodian of over 10
centuries of the country’s history. But as
I walked through the majestic crenellated
Bab al Makina (a stone plaza), hosting
the Fés Festival of World Sacred Music,
I could not help but be amazed at how
well this city has embraced the modern
ways of the world. And as | continued to
explore the city, | was both surprised and
awestruck at almost every turn. Alleys that
I thought would lead to a blind end took
me to squares with elaborate fountains, or
narrow lanes dotted with numerous food
stalls, the air heavy with fragrant spices,
and houses with exquisite minarets.

But if you are visiting Fez for the first
time, like me, the best place to start
would be at what the locals call the
heart of the city - the Medina of Fez.
Declared a UNESCO World Heritage
Site in 1981, it surrounds two ancient
quarters of the city: the 9th-century
Fez el Bali (old Fez) and the adjoining
13th-century Fez el Djedid (new Fez).
The principal monuments in the medina
include palaces, residences, mosques,
madrasas (traditional schools), fondouks
(resting places) and fountains that date
back to the 13th and 14th centuries. In
fact, according to UNESCO, the Medina
of Fez “is considered as one of the most
extensive and best conserved historic
towns of the Arab-Muslim world.”
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Opening page: An aerial view of
the city; This page top: The
Merenid Tombs; This page bottom:
Gate to the Medina of Fez
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WHERE TO STAY

HOTEL BATHA

Located in the middle of an
ancient walled district, this
property boasts comfortable
airy rooms with big screen
TVs, Moorish décor, lounge
areas and beautiful balconies.
The property also includes an
outdoor pool, a laid-back cafe,
a playground, a courtyard, a
terrace and a multi-cuisine
restaurant.

BARCELO FES MEDINA
This contemporary hotel is
located three km away from
both the grand Bou Inania
Madrasa and the iconic Dar
Batha Museum. Its modern
rooms have free Wi-Fi, flat-
screens, desks and safes. Other
facilities include a restaurant
serving Moroccan and
international cuisines,

an outdoor pool and a
wellness spa.

The entrance door of the meding,
also called the Bab Bou Jeloud, is a
masterpiece in itself. Also called the
‘blue gate’, it is adorned with stunning
blue tiles. Peppered with small shops
selling everyday objects such as copper
vessels, ceramic pottery and even
upholstery, the narrow labyrinthine
pedestrian-only lanes in the medina are
alluring. And had it not been for Aayat,
who had turned into my guide, | would
have completely lost track of time
exploring the myriad merchandise on
offer here.

Once out of the medina, we gorged
on some lip-smacking fish chermoula,
a Moroccan delicacy: fresh mackerel
marinated with aromatic spices and
herbs, grilled over charcoal and
presented with sautéed vegetables.
But if you really wish to get a taste of
Fez, try the b’stilla or patilla, said to
be the crowning glory of fassi (Fez)
cuisine. This spicy, savoury meat-pie
is prepared by baking layers of paper-
thin pastry with meat, almonds and
eggs spiced with a blend of saffron,
cinnamon and fresh coriander. It is
dusted with pounded sugar before
being served.
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After a  soul-enriching culinary
experience, we continued with our city
exploration, which brought us to the
famed tanneries. Filled with numerous
stone vessels containing  different
coloured dyes, used to process and tint
leather, it is one of Fez's iconic sites. The
best vantage point from where to view
the tannery and catch all the action
is from the back terrace of one of the
dozens of leather shops surrounding the
site. And thanks to Aayat, | got a stunning
view from door number 10 on Derb
Chaouwara. A piece of advice: try not to
visit the tanneries on an empty stomach.
The smell can be a tad overwhelming!
Post an extensive photo session of the
tannery, we headed to the lush Jnan Sbil
Gardens to rest our over tired feet. As
we lazed around the park’s serene lake,
she told me that in its heyday, Fez was a
much sought-after destination attracting
scholars, philosophers, astronomers,
theologians and even mathematicians.
“My grandmother used to tell me that
it was a land where craftsmen built
exquisite houses and palaces, kings
endowed mosques and madrasas, and
merchants offered exotic wares from the
silk roads and sub-Saharan trade routes,”
she recalled fondly.
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| believe that nothing encapsulates
a city, or a country, better than its
museums, a reason why we decided
to stop by the Batha Museum. The
museum is housed in a building
originally constructed as a summer
palace but convertedto its present form
in 1915. It boasts a stunning collection of
Moroccan artefacts of archaeological
importance such as pieces of exquisite
woodcarving, zellij (mosaic tilework)
and tadelakt (sculpted plaster). A
chunk of the exhibits is said to have
been sourced from the city’s madrasas.
The highlight of the museum, however,
is the stellar collection of ceramic
objects dating back to the 14th century.

To say my adventure in Fez was
enriching would be an understatement.
There is so much to see, experience,
and not to mention shop, that one
short holiday is not enough. This city
demands to be returned to. And as | bid
a warm adieu to Aayat, that was exactly
what | promised myself. ®

59

airarabia.com

This page: A weaver in Fez

usld 90 bl 1ol @adalloin

el el sl (o walioll ol asicl
wlgill Ly s il o ol ayls paals
wiloll 2ol 500 &8y G3Jl clala]l Waio aic
0 Ay wsaun Jnoes ool g8 oafiisll
g 1910 ple (g8 ol alad gl alygai
ayll gadll o dmio dcgono Waloll lin
i)l @hd Jio dypill duonll vy duysoll
&gaioll walalidly cclubwall hilg assll
alagrzoll o jus aac l g . pnll o
gl glaodl oo loyle Jgandl ol ad
bo onl (Lg wel)s og diyaoll (§8 dpuisiioll
Lol denill dcgonoll 9o Wnioll jioy
e @l gpall ol lea) U agsey gl dugjall
loigy (hos ol cLubll o piall Wlimg
lod)L) gl gz g uld 1o Ladyjalg
Ol Wus 8poll 03 G)bj 99 Lloude Yy=ilg
WhisAaiwl aals Gl 8aalg 6und dlnc
digao )i @3 600 6392l acg &0 dylaill
O alall ywle



v P

P";ﬂj* Y

"? ’ﬂsﬁﬁ"—‘:—-':_:-,,"_'_sr":——-f__
:-_-—==15 — _ﬁ\?ﬂ

—— st ) . SRS T

L3l Jgogll 8)sl2all >yl 03 doyll b

Lwogs 13:05 09:00 G9734 94 - d8) Ll

ool Ias Lo Luogy 23:10 18:55 G9730 9 - 4Ll
Lwogs 19:50 13:45 G9735 48yLil - (945

ool 1a Lo Luogy 1+05:50 23:50 G9731 8Ll - (19,45

A s . . e Q Lo 4 G ose

sl Gl ol (G daxodl 7] dzoll 1O saiall & Lo 320 of Qs 3
@airarabiagroup {8 Y7 .(02) 8153455 ?g.bg._vi .(06) 5580000 d3,LibL Jail | airarabia.com juc j=ol

’ .(03) 7647163 ol

il JsS91 Juail of Lilaase jS1yo 8)Ujs @8 | (07) 2339892 daydl iy

e '.";--



NEWS & ROUTES ===

// CALL CENTRES
NOT SURE WHERE WE FLY? CHECK OUT THE AIR ARABIA NETWORK

Jual
ulmagg

=l wlong dsuh lg=al
addAooll pAimag jJuial Ghulal]

JLalga s dl_o_cl A\N
wlo agJlaa 4 i \\
Jla il Al o \\

DID YOU KNOW?
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B CORPORATE NEWS

OUTSTANDING NET PROFIT
BY AIR ARABIA GROUP
DURING THE YEAR END 2021

Air Arabia Group reported a net profit
of AED 720 million for the full year
ending December 31, 2021, an increase
of 475 per cent compared to AED 192
million net loss registered for the full
year 2020, which was heavily impacted
by COVID-19 pandemic restrictions on
air travel. The airline’s turnover for the
full year 2021 reached AED 3.17 billion,
an increase of 71 per cent compared to
the AED 1.85 billion registered for the full
year 2020.

The financial and operational results
achieved in 2021 were backed by ease
of travel restrictions and recovery in
demand for air travel. Air Arabia served
more than 6.7 million passengers in 2021
from its five hubs in the UAE, Morocco,
and Egypt. The average seat load factor
- or passengers carried as a percentage
of available seats - for the full year
remained strong at 73 per cent.
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AIR ARABIA NAMED ‘AIRLINE OF THE YEAR’

Air Arabia has been named
‘Airline of the Year at the 2022
Air Transport Awards that took
place in Athens, Greece with the
participation of industry leaders.
The winners of the Air Transport
Awards were voted for by the
readers of Air Transport News
and a jury of international aviation
experts.

The honor recognizes Air
Arabia’s
to enhance the
experience and its focus on
delivering exceptional value for
its passengers. It also celebrates
the airline’s commitment in
building and pioneering a
sustainably profitable business
model.

consistent efforts
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“FLY ARNA” AND “FLY JINNAH” UNVEIL BRAND IDENTITY

“Fly Arna” is Armenia’s national airline and a joint venture
company between the Armenian National Interests
Fund (ANIF) and Air Arabia Group. Based in Zvartnots
International Airport (EVN) in Yerevan, Fly Arna follows
the successful low-cost business model operated by Air
Arabia that focuses on offering comfort, reliability, and
value-for-money air travel.

In January “Fly Arna” unveiled its visual brand
identity, where the colors of the logo are inspired by the
Armenian flag and the design reflects constant mobility.
‘Fly Arna’ logo and brand identity was designed to
reflect the young, modern and a value-driven national
airline that strive to become the most accessible and
sensible choice for air travel in Armenia and beyond.
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‘Fly Jinnah’ is a Pakistani private joint venture low-cost
airline between Lakson Group and Air Arabia Group. Based
in Karachi, Fly Jinnah follows the successful low-cost
business model operated by Air Arabia that focuses on
offering comfort, reliability, and value-for-money air travel.

‘Fly Jinnah’s’ visual brand identity has adopted the
vibrant red as its main colour to reflect the young and
modern spirit of the airline while the logo and brand
identity consisting of its unique font and round shaped
symbol reflects motion and continuity.

The new airline is the fourth private national airline of
Pakistan, established to contribute to the growth of the
nation’s economy by creating new jobs and supporting
core sectors such as tourism and hospitality.
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I HELPING HAND

CHARITY CLOUD

“Charity cloud” is a charity program
launched in 2007 by Air Arabia Group
in collaboration with the Sharjah Charity
International, as part of Air Arabia’s
corporate social responsibility. Charity
cloud program focuses on providing
quality education and healthcare in
underprivileged communities around
the world by raising funds through on-
board passenger donations.

The program has achieved
international  recognition for the
difference it brought into the lives of
children and community members.
In 2016  “Charity Cloud” program
won the award for ‘Corporate Social
Responsibility Initiative of the Year at
the annual Aviation Business Awards;
one of the region’s most prestigious
awards ceremony.

Charity  Cloud’'s  projects  were
expanding in many countries around
the world, Air Arabia established a wide
range of charity clinics in Jallaf, in Sudan,
Warkabolain India, Botalam in SriLanka,

Country Project

Dar Sudan village in Yemen, Sohaj in
Egypt and others. As well as paediatric
clinic in Jessore in Bangladesh and
Sakro Karachi in Pakistan. The clinics
were equipped with upgraded facilities
and were established to provide free
medical treatments, routine checks and
vaccinations by dedicated doctors and
nurses supporting patients in the local
community. Also, Air Arabia’s charity
cloud program has established and
equipped a maternity clinic in Kenya
with the latest technology to serve
patients.

Moreover, Charity Cloud program
is keen to provide quality education
to children in need, hence many new
schools were built in Warkabola in Sri
Lanka, Kerala and Rajasthan in India,
Bangladesh, and Kenya. As well as
renovation of schools in Kathmandu in
Nepal.

In addition to charity cloud’s projects
was the establishment of a dialysis
centre in Egypt, that has been equipped

1 Sudan Charity Cloud Clinic
2 | Srilanka Charity Cloud School
3 | Nepal Charity Cloud School
4 | India Charity Cloud School
5 | Yemen Charity Cloud Clinic
6 | SriLanka Charity Cloud Clinic
7 | Sri Lanka Medical Center

8 | Egypt Dialysis Center

9 | SrilLanka Charity Cloud Clinic
10 | Turkey Autistic Children Training Center
1 | Kenya Charity Cloud Clinic

12 | Bangladesh | Charity Cloud Clinic

13 | Bangladesh Training Center

Charity Cloud Vocational

14 | Bangladesh | Charity Cloud School

15 | Kenya Charity Cloud School

16 | India Charity Cloud School

17 | Egypt Charity Cloud Clinic

18 | Pakistan Charity Cloud Clinic

19 | Kenya Charity Cloud Maternity Hospital

with the latest technology, as well as
modernizing the Kagithane Autistic
training center in Istanbul, Turkey which
hosts 100 students who are benefiting
from its services.

Furthermore, Charity Cloud program
is devoted to
awareness through partnerships with
Bee’ah as well as setting campaign that
serves the community such as small
hearts campaign in Yemen where more
than 50 children with heart problems
received free treatment.

As an attempt to improve existing
services and get more staff involved,
Charity ~ Cloud  undertook  several
initiatives, in  which volunteers from
different departments in Air Arabia,
went for school visits in India and Sri

raise environmental

LLanka and orphanage visits in Bangalore,
Nepal and Jordan to evaluate their levels
of operations and spend the day with
the students. Some visits included the
commissioning of Water Supply facilities,
which provide sanitary water supplies to
the institutions as well as providing basic
food, hygienic necessities, and warm
clothes for winter. ®
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Moscow
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Paris
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AIR ARABIA
DESTINATIONS

5
HUBS

50
COUNTRIES

OVER
170 ROUTES

Almaty
Bishkek
Baku Tashkent
Osh
Mashhad
Tehran -
Peshawar
Islamabad
\ Sialkot
Lahore
\\\Shiraz Quetta Faisalabad
‘ Multan .
Delhi \

RAS AL KHAIMAH )

Dammam
Bahrain

Jaipur Kathmandu

Karachi

Ahmedabad Chattogram

Nagpur

Mumbai

Stz Hyderabad

Goa

Bangalore .
Chennai

Calicut
Coimbatore
Kochi
Thiruvananthapuram
Colombo
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AIR ARABIA
INTERNATIONAL CALL CENTRES

UAE - SHARJAH
+9716 5580000

ABU DHABI
+9712 6315888

RAS AL KHAIMAH
+9717 2284177

BAHRAIN
1330 0555

KAZAKHSTAN - ALMATY
+7727 317 311

QATAR- DOHA
+97444073434

KUWAIT
22254071

BELGIUM - BRUSSELS
0900 88010

CZECH REPUBLIC -
PRAGUE
00420 233 312 618

EGYPT
16278

SUDAN - KHARTOUM
00249 183 746768 /
00249183 746769

MOROCCO -
CASABLANCA
+212 80 2000 803

ARMENIA - YEREVAN
+374 (60) 656666

AUSTRIA - VIENNA
0900158801

dadgall JLasl jslyo

SPAIN _ MADRID
807 299 517
AZERBAIJAN - BAKU
(012) 497 54 00

BANGLADESH -
CHITTAGONG
(031) 1713482193

BANGLADESH - DHAKA
(02) 1730037750

FRANCE
0890002353

UKRAINE - KIEV
(044) 4906500

GEORGIA - SARAJEVO
033-295-446 (447)

GEORGIA - TBILISI
(032) 2400040

INDIA
(022) 71004777

IRAQ - BAGHDAD
(01) 7725461180

IRAQ - BASRA
(040) 7725461179

ITALY
895 895 3311

AMMAN
00 962 6 460 2222

LEBANON - BEIRUT
(01)420942

NEPAL - KATHMANDU
(01) 4434925/ (O1)
4430456

RUSSIA - MOSCOW
+7 495 9375925

KSA
920011969

SRI LANKA - COLOMBO
(O11) 5777999

OMAN - MUSCAT AND
SALALAH
+96822847650

TURKEY - ISTANBUL
(0212) 2415184

LONDON
0906 711 0009

PAKISTAN- KARACHI
021-35650967/332/335

ISLAMABAD
+92512894352

PESHAWAR
(09N1272242/ (091
915250090/ 91/ 92

SIALKOT
(052) 4603171/
72/73/74/75

LAHORE
(042) 35774167 / 68

FRANKFURT
+212802000803

NETHERLANDS -
AMSTERDAM
0900 779 7790




B skyTIME

SKYTIME

Skytime is a complimentary in-flight
entertainment system offered by Air Arabia to
its customers to live stream digital content on
smartphones, tablets or laptops while traveling
with the carrier. The system is app-less which
makes its usage and access almost effortless.
Passengers can access ‘SkyTime’ network
right after takeoff, and enjoy a wide selection
of Hollywood, Bollywood, Arabic and Russian

movies, television shows, music, destination
tips and games as well as a special offering for
younger ones by enabling the Wi-Fi connection
and selecting the ‘SkyTime’ network.

Once longed in, passengers can browse a
wide selection of entertainment content in
addition to an exclusive feature that provides
customers with valuable tips about the city they
are traveling to.

STARRING: ROBERT DE NIRO,
ANNE HATHAWAY

About: 70-year-old widower
Ben Whittaker has discovered
that retirement isn't all it's
cracked up to be.
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STARRING: KEANU REEVES,
CARRIE- ANNE MOSS, YAHYA
ABDUL- MATEEN

g U8 oy gl dghn

About: Follows Neo who is living an Gl i e dndll s Aani yelypoll e 2o Hr‘f_‘f‘ e i
ordinary life in San Francisco, where ‘w‘)—c’pl—*ﬂ $9 dyale sl sy -
his therapist prescribes him blue pills. <) bgn anll=o dJ on) tun

MAX

FURY ROAD

STARRING: TOM HARDY, CHARLIZE THERON

About: Mad Max is caught up with a group of people fleeing across
the Wasteland in a War Rig driven by the Imperator Furiosa. This
movie is an account of the Road War which follows.
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STARRING: WILL SMITH,
MARGOT ROBBIE,
RODRIGO SANTORO

About: Nicky Spurgeon

is an extremely
accomplished con man
who takes an amateur con
artist, Jess, under his wing.
Nicky and Jess become
romantically involved, and
with Nicky's profession of
being a liar and a cheater
for a living, he realizes
that deception and love
are things that don't go
together.
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MORTAL
KOMBAT

STARRING: LEWIS TAN,
JESSICA MCNAMEE,
JOSH LAWSON

About: MMA fighter
Cole Young is unaware
of his heritage—or why
Outworld's Emperor
Shang Tsung has sent
his best warrior, Sub-
Zero, an otherworldly
Cryomancer, to hunt
Cole down.
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SkyCafe

On-board menu
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Combo Offers giags jagye

Breakfast Combo
Jaddl grngS

7 Days Croissant plus any hot drink

NESCAF NESTAFe

O>lo Gopine (sl 2o 33 7 plwloyS

Movie Combo
P)L"):ﬂ 9.&.095

M&Ms or Skittles plus Popcorn with any soft drink
S Dopine iy Hlinall go 3lisSuw of 3] 3l 5]

Extras Combo
OLLS A guogS

Add chocolate & softdrink to your meal
elizg) (55le Lgpirog FgSoud d6LSL 08

Kids Snack Box
Jeb 3 Wluw dde

Assorted selection of tasty bites with coloring book
25 3185 2o daranll Wlizgll o digid degaxo
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Salads ainl

Seasonal Fruit Salad
dowgoll aSlgall dlalw

Freshly cut seasonal fruit topped with strawberries
and mint leaves.

sl Blolg Aghall (o dakad go dxjlb douge aSlgd

Fresh Garden Salad
d>jlall HLasdl dalw

Carefully picked fresh leaves topped with cucumber
and cherry tomato and crumbled Feta cheese.

&b 4)Sll @blablly )Lab dzgian dlis Blatio HLi>

Punjabi Samosa
dwlbud! dwgaoud|

Home made traditional samosa served
with fresh mint chutney and tea.

glizill dalo go pads dyio 452,185 dwgrow
bl dzjlall dugall

Vegetarian
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T
Wraps & Sandwiches abiygaiwg wilal

Chicken Zinger zl>Jl )=

Tender chicken filet coated with a golden layer of bread
crumbs served with special sauce.

Aols Labo go paiy Gireyiall el Llado zlos 4l

Chicken Shawarma z>aJl Loyglis

Thin sliced and marinated chicken breast flavoured with
Mediterranean sauce.

Jouwgiall Gandl sl dalay Juio g ghio zl>5 )30

Veg Pizza Roll LaxJl 1w Jo)

Freshly baked pizza roll stuffed with flavoured fine cut
vegetables.

.dgSinll delhdall )lasdb dguirmng dojlb 8)guw 1yiw Jg)y

Black Olive & Cheese ;ul go sgul 90

Variety of cheese on a bed of black olive paste with white
and whole wheat fresh bread.

93l Heill Hexeo (o dib Lle (ull (o degiio degano

JolSg paul Z5b s> 2o

Tandoori Chicken Tikka 5 ()91 zl>3

Traditionally-cooked chicken fillet with cream sauce served
with sliced cheddar cheese.

23 > b g0 pady daoySUl dabio 2o (s3uld5 oo 4lud
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Hot Meals aislw ciling

Butter Chicken s.3L zl>»

Slow-cooked tender chicken in a creamy sauce served
with steamed rice.

DBl Gle godnall 5,81 g0 pad) &3udE5 dayylay piae zl2s

Meatballs with Brown Sauce
&l LaLall go @xlll oIS

Succulent beef meatballs with golden brown sauce and
creamy mashed potato served with water and a hot drink.

dugyge bllayg 103 iy pogo go dyb (5)i) pd WS
Ol Ogpiinag clo 2o padS doy)S

Creamy mushroom chicken pasta
oSl hall z1> Al Ll

Slow cooked Cream sauce with mushroom and chicken
on top of fresh pasta.

00 i G99 gLz ally shadll 2o s dgabaall dayySll duakio

dojllall &gySall

Vegetable Biryani ;Laxl Liby

A traditional vegetable biryani in masala sauce served
with basmati rice and yoghurt.

Ol ey 5l go pady Blwle dualiay saulds Hlas il

L A

Chicken Biryani zl>al by

A traditional tender chicken biryani served with
flavoured Basmati rice and yoghurt.

O ey 3yl @o pady (s34le5 syb zlzall Gilp

.
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Beverages .igpiw

NESCAE NESCAFE

Capf, o
(i

|
Americaio)

Hot Beverages dis>lw g yine

Soft Beverages alc &gy

Rani Juice Jil) ypac

Red Bull Js 5, dsUal Ligyuine

Dubai Energy (s délall Logyine

Water 500 ml s olwo

ha :
4 —
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Snacks dares dliag
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Smile, it's easy!

# Download on the GETITON
s App Store @l » Google Play



