ROYAL ROADS

Jaipur captivates its visitors with
majestic forts and picturesque palaces
48 HOURS IN PRAGUE

The city is dotted with medieval
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Stylish, lively and energetic, the emirate of Sharjah offers a fresh
perspective on present day sophistication. Let Sharjah’s innovative take
on architecture, entertainment and modern city life captivate you.
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Dear Readers,

This month, we take you to St Petersburg in Russia
(page 20) where we explore its magnificent castles

and fortresses. In our next stop Manama, in Bahrain,
(page 26), we shop for local handicrafts and spices in its
bustling markets and learn about the country’s history

in its national museum. We then head to Prague (page
32), the capital of the Czech Repubilic. It is popularly
called the ‘city of a hundred spires’, owing to its imposing
structures boasting spiralling towers and high turrets.
We end our trip in the Pink City of Jaipur in India (page
38). As we take a tour of its stunning historic palaces and
forts we gorge into some mouthwatering local cuisine.
We always endeavour to bring to you stories about the
most sought-after destinations across the globe, and we
hope this issue inspires you to travel the world and soak
up all that it has to offer!

Happy reading,

Editorial Team
Nawras

A colourful market in

Prague
Photo: Alamy
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BECAUSE
OUR BEEF
IS DIFFERENT.

* It's different because it
guarantees FOOD SAFETY:

- Because it meets the demanding require-

soiely responsible for e medsage. The Eumpaan Commissio

ments of the European Production Systemn
guaranteeing the welfare and health of
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animals.

- Because continuous monitoring is followed
during the process. integral traceability that
meets the most stringent standards of hygiene
and health from our farms to your table.

PREMIUM PRODUCT.
5 different because its production aims

SUSTAINABILITY AND ENIUIRGN MENTAL
PROTECTION.,

CAMPAIGN FINANCED
WITH ALD FROM
THE EURDPEAN UNION
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<1t Is different because It s the FAVOURITE MEAT
OF THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS CHEFS AND IT IS A
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* It is different for its
QUALITY, TENDERNESS
AND TASTE:

- Because the feeding of cur animals is based

on high quality cereals - high quality. tender
meats and an excellent flavour.

- Because we produce very varied meat from
young animals (whiter and tender, low-fat).
yearling (animals less than 24 months old, pink
and excellent flavour) and beef (red and
powerful).

ENJOY

IT'S FROM
URORE

THE EUROPEAN UNION SUPPORTS
CAMPAIGNS THAT PROMOTE THE
QUALITY IN THE AGRO PRODUCTS
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Get closer to
the wild side of

SR A

Daily flights to Nairobi from Sharjah!

Route Flight No. Departure Arrival Frequency

Sharjah - Nairobi G9734 09:00 13:05 Daily
Nairobi - Sharjah G9735 13:45 19:50 Daily

== Meal 1l Baggage o [nsurance

Do not forget to pre-book i@ Seat

AIQ@EWAQDS Sign up with Air Rewards & get upto 10% cashback as points

Book at airarabia.com | Call Sharjah (06)5580000, Abu Dhabi (02)6315888, Al Ain (03)7666630
Ras Al Khaimah (07)2284177 or visit our sales offices or travel agents
@airarabiagroup (@) (@) ©)(§) | Terms and conditions apply.
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THE SHORT LIST @ ...

// ROOM SERVICE
// INTERVIEW

SNIPPETS, TIPS & FACTS ABOUT TRAVEL, PEOPLE, HISTORY AND EVENTS

AHRAIN INTERNATIONAL MUSIC FESTIVAL, BAHRAIN

This annual extravaganza brings together composers and music aficionados from across the world

The Bahrain National Museum will

Bahrain Authority for Culture and orchestral compositions, classical host the festival from October 18

1 The festival is organised by the 2 Performances will include classic
Antiquities

Arabic and fusion music to 27




A still from the movie In the Fade

PHOTO: thenational.ae

EVENTS

CALENDAR

October 5 - 14
Filmekimi festival

org

Till October 2

Al Ain Book Fair

Where: Abu Dhabi, UAE

Meet renowned Emirati authors, participate in a
reading game, attend educational activities and delve
into a world of books at this fair.
www.adbookfair.com

Where: Istanbul,
Turkey

This much-awaited
film festival will
screen movies
competing at the
Canes Film Festival
including In the
Fade, The Beguiled
and Jupiter’s Moon.
www.filmekimi.iksv.
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airarabia.com

October 12
Amman Marathon

PHOTO: facebook.com

Where: Amman, Jordan

This race consist of a marathon (42.1 km), a
half marathon (21 km) and a 10 km run. A chil-
dren’s race (10 km) will be held on October 5.
www.runjordan.com

October 13 - 21
Kremlin Cup

Representational image only

Where: Moscow, Russia

Catch top tennis players of the world compete
for the winning trophy. Last year tennis icon Maria
Sharapova participated in the tournament.
www.kremlincup.ru

Representational image only

October 16 - 22
International Horse Show

Where: El Jadida, Morocco

This unique equestrian event draws thousands of
visitors every year. It also features competitions,
contests and seminars.

WWW.VisSitmorocco.com

October 12 - 13

GDG DevFest 2018

Where: Lviv, Ukraine

This festival brings together the brains who shape the
future of Android, Web and Cloud technologies for
two days of sessions, workshops and networking.
devfest.gdg.org.ua

airarabia.com
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October 24 - 28

Jodhpur RIFF

Where: Rajasthan, India

Held in the majestic Mehrangarh Fort, this
festivals brings together the best folk artistes
and performers from all over the world.
www.jodhpurriff.org

October 28 - November 3
ReAnimania International
Animation Film Festival

Where: Yerevan, Armenia

This festival honours animators, painters and
cartoonists from around the world and also
conduct workshops and masterclasses.
www.reanimania.com

Representational image only



SNAPSHOT

SAVIOUR GATE
TOWER, MOSCOW,

Installed in 1850s,
the clock occupies
three of the tower’s
10 level. Every
15 minutes, its
melodic chime
reverberates across
Red Square.

Foeus on

= CHris Hemsworth

SAUDI ARABIA

TRIVIA - Before he
became popular
as Marvel's Thor,

NEW RELEASE - Hemsworth stars in Bad
Times at the El Royale, a story about seven
strangers who give a shot at redemption in
the course of one fateful night. Hemsworth

took part in the
Australian version

Located on the
top of a 76-storey
building, the clock
has an observation

deck at its base

that offers THE QUOTE - “Growing up, my parents of the TV show
sweeping views of were my heroes, in the way they conducted Dancing With
the city. their lives.” The Stars.

MINUTE
GUIDETO

IN JORDAN
You do not need
to know how to
swim if you want
to enjoy the tepid

waters of the Dead
Sea. The water,
exceptionally rich
in saline, will keep
you afloat. The
mud surrounding
the Dead Sea has
health benefits
too. It is proven
to rejuvinate,
revitalise and
provide relief to
the skin. Located
431 m below sea
level, it is also
called the
lowest place
on earth.

u You can comment on your experience or discover Air Arabia’s latest news and offers by following @airarabiagroup

Heart Reef, Australia

The Heart Reef, in the Great Barrier Reef of the
Whitsundays (a group of islands) in Queensland,
Australia, is a stunning composition of coral that has

naturally formed into the shape of a heart. Located in
Hardy Reef, this breathtaking formation was discovered
in 1975 by a local pilot. The best way to experience this
reef is from the air on board an aircraft, as visitors are
not allowed to snorkel or dive in the vicinity due it’s
protected status.

12
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October 25,
1881

BIRTH OF
PABLO PICASSO

One of the greatest
and most-influential
artists of the 20th
century, Pablo Pi-
casso was a Spanish
expatriate painter,
sculptor, print-
maker, ceramicist,
and stage designer.
Along with famous
artist Georges
Braque, Picasso cre-
ated Cubism, visual
arts style of the 20th
century. He held his
first exhibition when
he was just 13 years
old with the help of
his father José Ruiz
Blasco.

TRAVEL APP
RunGo

Staying fit durting
travelling has never
been easier. This app
contains more than
1,00,000 running
routes across the
world and comes
with a built-in audio
visual direction
software. The app
also tracks running
stats such as time,
speed, elevation
and distance.

EXPLORE

National Museum

of Beirut

The museum offers a
magnificent overview
of Lebanon’s history
and the civilisations
that impacted the
country’s culture.

RELAX

Luna Park

The highlight of this
amusement park

is the giant ferris
wheel which offers
a stunning view

of the city from

the top.

2 howrs

City Stopover: Beirut

SEE

Pigeon Rocks
Jutting out of the
azure waters of the
Mediterranean Sea,
the stunning Pigeon
Rocks are a sight

to behold from the
city’s corniche.

SHOP

Beirut Mall

Boasting international
apparel brand stores,

a food court and an
indoor adventure park,
this mall is a one stop
shop for both locals and
tourists alike.

#AirArabia or DM photos of your trips with us to

(@airarabiagroup and we’ll post them online

MUSIC PLAYLIST Popular artist Elvis Costello is back with
his latest album Look Now, which features his his longtime
backing band The Imposters. Ahead of the release on
October 12, Costello has released two tracks from the album:

Under lime and Unwanted number.

13
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SILVERTIPS MUNNAR
KERALA, INDIA

This unigue cinema-themed resort is located on the grounds
where the iconic Pankajam Theatre, believed to be the first
full-fledged cinema hall in Munnar, once stood. Every nook
and cranny of the resort celebrates cinema: while the lobby
celebrates the historic Hindi movie, Mughal-e-Azam, the
decor and props in the coffee shop celebrates The Sound of
Music. .

The Silver Tips, Munnar, Idukki District
T: +91 486 5230238
www.silvertipsmunnar.com

HOTEL PELIROCCO
BRIGHTON, UNITED KINGDOM

Live like

A star

Themed like a cabin in the Death Star (the space
station from the Star Wars movie franchise), the
Lord Vader’s Quarters is one of the most popular
attractions of this property. The room, replete with
portraits of Luke Skywalker and Princess Leia,
features bunk beds, a galaxy mural on the ceiling and
memorabilia from the movie including a lightsaber
and a Darth Vader costume.

10 Regency Square, Brighton
T: +44 (0) 1273 327 055
www.hotelpelirocco.co.uk

ALOFT CITY CENTRE DEIRA
DUBAI, UAE

This property is for the true blue cinephile.

It features 304 loft-inspired rooms and four
themed suites inspired by Hollywood, super
spies, Bollywood and a Dubai superhero. The
Marvel-themed suite, however, is one of the
most sought after ones here. The property,
directly connected to the City Centre Deira mall,
also boasts an outdoor movie theatre and an
infinity pool.

LIVE THE DREAM

Check out these stunning movie-themed suites and rooms on your
next holiday

Baniyas Road, Deira 8th Street, Deira, Dubai
T: +971 4 210 3333
www.marriott.com

14 15
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THE RIGHT NOTES

Ukranian pianist Dinara Klinton believes that music is about creating

gpianist Dinara Klinton, music is not
just about the compositions, notes
and rhythms. It is also about creating
magic that can touch a listener’s soul.
“A musician also needs to have a
comprehensive knowledge about the
art, its various styles, history and lives
of composers,” she says.

» What inspired you to learn the
piano and pursue it as a career?
Music is in my blood as my mother is a
piano teacher. | have often been told
that the sound of the piano worked
best to calm me down as a baby. | was
so fascinated with the sound that |
started playing the instrument as soon
as | was able to stand. By the age of
three | could play the melodies | heard
on TV. My mother recognised my
talent and took me to a music class.

magic that can touch a listener's soul

Who taught you to play the piano?
My initial training was under Regina
Horowitz, the sister of renowned
Russian-American pianist  Vladimir
Horowitz. Since then, | have studied
under some of the most talented
pianists in the world such as Eliso
Virsaladze and Dina Parakhina.

» Which musicians do you look
up to?

| look up to all my teachers as without
them, | would not have become who
| am today. Russian pianists such as
Vladimir Krainev, Emil Gilels, Vladimir
Horowitz and Grigory Sokolov, and
international pianists such as Martha
Argerich, Stephen Kovacevich and
Andras Schiff inspire me.

» Tell us about your favourite
classical composers.

| fellin love with Mozart’s compositions
when | was five years old. When |
turned seven, | grew passionate about
the compositions of Frédéric Chopin,
especially his posthumous work
Nocturne in C-sharp minor. It always
pulls at my heartstrings. | am also
fond of Franz Liszt’s works. | really
cannot choose one composer, they
are all masters of the art.

» Tell us about the concept of
Cinema in Concert, that you have
recently been a part of.

It is a very unigue concept that

appeals to a wide audience of
different ages and varying knowledge
of western classical music. The
masterpieces - Etudes by Chopin
are played alongside the screening
of two animated films - Magic Piano
and The Chopin Shorts. Compared
to a regular recital, these visuals
enhance a listener’s experience. Music
is an essential part of any cinema-
viewing experience as it elevates
our perception of the virtual world
and the emotions projected on the
screen. Earlier, silent films were often
accompanied by a piano. The concept
of Cinema in Concert is quite similar,
except that in this context, the film is
created around the compositions.

» How do you ensure that the music
does not overpower the visuals?
The movie and the music are entirely
independent. Honestly, when | first
collaborated for the concept, | feared
that the visuals would overpower the
music because animated films are a
form of entertainment that is enjoyed
by a much wider audience. So, during
such performances, | try to ensure
that the music always takes first
place. More so, if it is a composition as
beautiful as Chopin’s Etudes. ®

Inset: Dinara Klinton; Opposite page:
The artiste at various events

INTERVIEW
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PETRA, JORDAN

This great ancient city is a treasured UNESCO World Heritage Site
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Dotted with imposing pa|aces and stunning drawbridges, St Petersburg

s was once the spectacular capital of the Romanov dynasty and the
oty first modern city of the country - e
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EXPLORE

My first tryst with St Petersburg was
through Fyodor Dostoevsky’s novels.
The Russian author described the city
in not one but several of his works:
Notes from the Underground and Crime
and Punishment, being two of the best
examples. But one line from Notes
from the Underground has always
stayed with me: “.. St. Petersburg,
the most abstract and intentional city
on the entire globe.” So, the tingling
sensation | had in the tip of my fingers
and toes, as the glass gates of the
Pulkovo International Airport in St
Petersburg swung open, was justified! |
had reached the city | had only, till then,
read about and seen images of. And |
could not wait to begin my adventures
there, starting the next day.

| am a prepared traveller - not in
terms of chalking out an itinerary but in
terms of learning as much as possible
about the place and its attractions
before | actually arrive. | had learnt that
the city was thoughtfully conceived by
Tsar Peter the Great and was designed
as a display of the growing status of
imperial Russia in the world. But it was
under the rule of the Tsar’s successors
that several architectural marvels were
added to the city’s skyline by some of
Europe’s finest architects. Gradually, St
Petersburg not only grew to become
the capital of the imperial Romanov
dynasty but also Russia’s first true
modern city.

Bright eyed the next morning | set
off to explore the city. And as advised
by the friendly cafe owner where |
had a hearty breakfast of fresh-from-
the-oven rye bread and sausage,
accompanied with a piping hot cup
of tea, | headed to the Church of the
Saviour on the Spilled Blood. It is okay if
you mistake this tourist attraction with
the St Basil’s Cathedral in Moscow’s Red
Square. | did too. But as | inched closer
to this fine example of 18th century
Russian architecture | noticed the
differences - the golden and mosaic
domes and a Persian-style arch. It is
said that the church is so lavish that not
only took 24 years complete it but also
exceeded the construction budget. The

churchis a marvelinitself, but it was the
700 sqg ft mosaic decoration inside that
took my breath away.

An eight-minute walking distance
away is the imposing Grand Palace.
Never in my wildest imagination could |
have envisioned the palace of Peter the
Great to consist of just 30 rooms. But
this one was! This modest palace was
turned into spectacular masterpiece of
Barogue art by noted Russian architect
Bartolomeo Francesco Rastrelli for the
Tsar’'s daughter, empress Elizabeth, in
the 18th century.

Located close by is the Russian State
Pushkin  Academy Drama Theater,
famously known as the Alexandrinsky

22
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Theater. Believed to be the oldest
national theatre in Russia, it was
founded on August 30, 1756. Over the
years, the theatre has hosted thousands
of plays - right from the classic works
by Russian playwrights such as
Alexander Griboyedov and Alexander
Ostrovsky to Anton Chekhov. And |
consider myself lucky to have been
able to catch a magical performance of

Opening page: An aerial view of St
Issac’s Square; This page: The Church
of the Saviour on the Spilled Blood;
Opposite page top: Interior of St
Issac’s Cathedral; Opposite page bottom:
Catherine Palace

WHERE TO STAY

THE STATE HERMITAGE
MUSEUM OFFICIAL HOTEL
A restored 1830s’ mansion,
this five-star property
embodies the spirit of the
original Hermitage Museum.
It is centrally located,
surrounded by its namesake
museum and many upscale
dining and shopping options.

KEMPINSKI HOTEL

MOIKA 22

The hotel is historic in its own
right as it dates back to 1853
when it was first used as an
aristocratic residence. Today
it's a gorgeous property that
reflects the elegance, beauty
and culture of St Petersburg.
The service is just as nice,
making it a great overall
experience.

airarabia.com

DISCOVER




BXBCORER

The Nutcracker at this iconic theatre.
A two-act ballet, its original music
was scored by the renowned Russian
composer llyich Tchaikovsky.

One of the most stunning and open
spaces in the city is the Palace Sqgaure,
also referred to as the Dvortsovaya
ploshchad. The area was planned
and realised by Carlo Rossi, an lItalian
neoclassicist architect between 1819
and 1829. The 47.5 m high Alexander
Column, located here commands
attention. Considered to be one of
the tallest of its kind in the world, this
column was designed by Auguste
de Montferrand, a French architect.
Attractive as the structure was, | was
more inclined to feast my eyes on the
breathtaking Winter Palace, located
on the northern side of the square. A
brilliant structure of mint green and
pristine white with golden-bordered
columns and arched windows, this
palace is a stunning example of the
Barogue style used in mid 18th-century
Russian art. This palace, which served
as the imperial residence for 150

24
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AIR ARABIA FLIES

TO MOSCOW. ST
PETERSBURG IS
APPROXIMATELY 8
HOURS AWAY BY ROAD

WHERE TO EAT

LITERARY CAFE

Serving an eclectic variety of
Russian and European cuisines,
this is an up-scale restaurant
that operates till midnight.
Legend has it that famous
Russian poet Alexander Pushkin
had his last meal in 1837.

ERIVAN

This quaint restaurant is known
to serve some of the best fish
and quail preparations in the
city. From charcoal grilled
sturgeons to trouts and tiger
shrimps, you will be spoilt for
choice here. Do not forget to
sample Lobio (a dish prepared
with red kidney beans stewed in
tomato sauce with olive oil and
aromatic spices).

Opposite page top: A beautiful park in
the city; Opposite page bottom: The
Nevsky Prospect street; This page: A
tourist boat on Griboedov Canal

years, is today a museum that displays
its grandiose halls, vast collection of
antiques from around the world and
a stellar collection of paintings from
Europe, along with sculptures and other
works of art. Do not forget to catch a
glimpse of the row of beautiful statues
that line the rooftop.

The Winter Palace is also,
interestingly, one part of the five
expositions of the State Hermitage
Museum, the others being the Small
Hermitage, OIld Hermitage, New
Hermitage and the Hermitage Theatre.
The exhibits, said to be the largest
in the world, offers a comprehensive
view of the history of Western and
European art. | had read about the State
Hermitage Museum and its outstanding
exhibits but both Google and a local
travel brochure failed to justify the
magnitude of the area in words. It
would take years to truly appreciate the
exhibits in its entirety! The highlights
of the collection, however, include two
paintings by Leonardo da Vinci and a
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sculpture by Michelangelo, that cannot
be found anywhere else in Russia.
The exhibits also boast the largest
collection of paintings by famous Dutch
artist Rembrandt Harmenszoon van
Rijn, outside the Netherlands.

St Petersburg is also referred to as
the Venice of the North owing to its
elegant canals and several waterbodies
including the mighty rivers, Neva and
Moyka. And | wrapped up my solo trip
in this magical city with a leisurely night
cruise along the Nevariver. It gave me a
glimpse of the popular attractions | had
missed during the day, such as Peter
and Paul Fortress, Spit of Vasilyevsky
Island, Marble Palace, Aurora cruiser,
Summer Garden and Winter Grove.
And as we passed under the famous
Trinity Bridge, one of the most scenic
drawbridges on the river, | could not
stop but wonder how seamlessly this
city intertwines its imperial past and its
heritage with modern day technology.
One visit to this city can never be
enough! ©
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I Escare

A charming confluence of tradition and modernity, |
the kingdom's capital Manama is full of colourful markets

W 2nd stunning natural landscapes - i

TEXT BY ARUNA RATHOD

. ’ = : = i e (F - . = . - . ..L
- - ] § . v
- A " ! i . ) = r‘
hhlh'l'r"rl H'r o g ; - : - — -
Hl"“ |l l ‘ : : '!?.."—"‘ = i 4 : - H .:- e 1" ] A _.:‘:rlliuq-' '
T - ‘F‘ 3 L s e 3 —y ~ - 3 Ly T _._
- f i * .
N o - i
'IJ I W5 o X r

b o ol g4

LR
ARG

I|,.i:|-|| {



ESCAPE

A trading empire of the ancient world,
the kingdom of Bahrain today is an
amalgamation of the traditions of the
Gulf regions and the contemporary
way of life. From historic forts and
places of worship, which date back to
hundreds of years, to traditional crafts
and sougs for shopping, this dynamic
and diverse country has much to
offer its visitors. Manama, its capital,
is a delightfully cosmopolitan city
dotted with sprawling air conditioned
shopping arcades and stunning sky
scrapers. But it is the city’s warm and
welcoming soul that attracts tourists
and travellers from far and wide.
When in Manama, it is imperative
visit is the Al Fateh (Fatih) Mosque,
considered to be the largest of its
kind in Bahrain. Built in 1987, the
mosque is named after Shaikh Ahmed
Al Fateh. It is believed that the marble
used in the construction was bought
from Italy, the glass from Austria and

Gettylmages
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teak from India, which was carved
by Bahraini craftsmen. The worship
area can accommodate almost 7,000
devotees.

To get a feel of the country’s
history, culture and art, a visit to the
Bahrain National Museum is a must.
The museum, housed in a post-
modern building, displays a stellar
collection of objects and artefacts
that document almost 6,000 years
of the nation’s development. The
exhibition complex consists of four
halls: one devoted to archaeological
finds from the ancient civilisation
of Dilmun, two halls displaying the
culture and lifestyle of Bahrain’s
pre-industrial past, and the fourth
showcases natural history, focussing
on the natural environment and
featuring specimens of Bahrain’s flora
and fauna.

Located at a stone’s throw away is
another jewel in the crown of the city
- the Bahrain National Theatre. The
building, which houses the theatre,

Opening page: The stunning city skyline;
Opposite page top: The Al Fateh(Fatih)
Mosque; Opposite page bottom: Light
display in the Al Fateh(Fatih) Mosque;
This page left: Bahrain World Trade
Centre; This page right: The Pearl
Monument, a landmark in the city
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ESCAPE

is a marvellous work of architecture.
Spread over almost 12,000 sq ft, this
theatre is said to be the third largest
of its kind in the Middle East. What'’s
more interesting about this space is
its number of seats - 1001, a homage
to One Thousand and One Nights,
the popular collection of Middle
Eastern folk takes (also called the
Arabian Nights).

A popular tourist site in Manama
is the Qal’at al-Bahrain (or Bahrain
Fort), a UNESCO World Heritage
Site, the. It is an artificial mound, on
top of which is located a remarkable
Portuguese fort. If history is to be
believed, this site was the capital of
Dilmun, considered to be one of the
most important ancient civilisations

This page top: A display at the Bahrain
National Museum; This page bottom:
Tourists at the Al Khalifa Stables;
Opposite page: A tourist in Manama
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WHAT TO EAT

For an authentic Bahraini culinary
experience, a meal at the Haji
Gahwa in Manama is a must.
Authentic Bahraini home cooked
food such as machbous and meat
grills, with sides of salads and
fruits can be had here.

Those craving Japanese food can
check out Kei. From an eclectic
variety of maki rolls, teppanyaki
and sushi preparations, this
restaurant has been serving
authentic Japanese cuisine in
Bahrain since 1981.

To be in Manama and not try

fish would be a crying shame.
Head to the popular Fish House
restaurant, where the menu
boasts different fish preparations
each day, based on the day’s
fresh catch.

of the region. The Manama Souq,
located in the heart of the city, is any
traveller’s (and every local’s) best bet
to buy a wide variety of local products
including spices, fabrics, kaftans,
handicraft products, souvenirs, dry
fruits, nuts and many more similar
commodities. The entrance to the
souq is a popular tourist attraction in
itself. The Bab Al Bahrain, also called
the ‘Gate of Bahrain’, is said to have
been built by the British in the 1940s.
One can also visit the Manama Central
Market, whichis famous for fresh fruits
and vegetables.

Another not-to-be-missed-
attraction near Manama is the
Tree of Life. A natural marvel, this
mesquite tree is believed to be 400
years old and looks quite impressive,
standing in the middle of a desert-like
landscape against a clear blue sky.
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AIR ARABIA OPERATES
§ 21 FLIGHTS PER WEEK
TO BAHRAIN

What’s baffling, however, is the tree’s
water source as no aquifers are known
to exist around or near the tree’s
location. How the tree replenishes
itself in that arid landscape s
a mystery!

If you are an adventurer at heart
and are looking for an adrenalin
rush, check out the Gravity Indoor
Skydiving experience, which s
offered in collaboration with the
Bahrain Air Sports Federation.

In fact, the Third FAI World Cup
of Indoor Skydiving 2018, will be
organised at Gravity, Bahrain from
October 25-28 this year. Some of
the best skydivers from across the
world is expected participate at this
sporting event, which will host four
different disciplines in body flight:
4-way FS (formation skydiving),
4-way VFS and freestyle. ®



EXPLORE

A fairy tale city of medieval churches, castles and bridges,

the Czech Republic’s capital seamlessly blends ancient
heritage with modern sensibilities

TEXT BY RUPALI DEAN

Arriving in Prague without a fuss, | take a walk along the
narrow cobblestoned streets of the city to get my bearings.
| realise soon that it is a city full of character. Around me rise
stunning pieces of architecture, almost touching the cerulean
blue sky. The city’s beauty is often compared to that of
Paris, and standing in the heart of the city, buzzing with life
and ringing with laughter, | understand why. Very few cities
are capable of leaving such an impression in the mind of a
traveller, that he or she willingly comes back time and again.
Prague, the capital of Czech Republic, is one such city. And |,
for one, have quickly fallen in love with its spirit.

HOTEL SAVOY

WHERE TO STAY

GRAND HOTEL PRAHA
rooms for the

Housed in a
building dating
back to the 14th
century, this

hotel preserves
the charm of

old Prague. The
property boasts

historic rooms
with original
ceilings from the
16th century.

Established

in 1911, this
property has
hosted not only
global movie
and music

stars, but also
members of
royal families.
Along with

imperial suites,

it also houses

specially abled.
Itis located
close to several
landmarks in
the city.
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DAY 1

Morning

| stand on the pavement across from
one of the most stunning structures
that frame the city skyline - the Church
of St Nicholas - and | am completely
mesmerised! It is one of the classic,
not to mention beautiful, examples
of Baroque architecture in Europe. A
10-minute-walk down the road brings
me to the John Lennon wall (named
after the member of the iconic rock
band The Beatles). What stared off as
a wall that the locals used as a canvas
to profess their love has today turned

into a tourist attraction. It appears as a
vibrant screen filled with images of the
singer and lyrics from his songs.

Affernoon

| amble across the 660-year-old
Charles Bridge - making my way
through a sea of hawkers, buskers
(street performers), locals and fellow
tourists - under the watchful eyes
of the baroque statues that line the
parapet on both sides. This Gothic
stone bridge is named after Roman
emperor Charles IV, who constructed
it in 1357. With the Vltava river flowing
below, | take in the stunning views of
the city - the Old Town Sqguare on one
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EXPLORE

THINGS TO KNOW

If you are staying at

a downtown hotel, all

you require are a pair of
comfortable walking shoes
as most landmarks are within
walking distance.

An alternative way to explore
the city is on a Segway. Guides
offer a training course, post
which you are free to go
around on your own.

It is advisable to visit the
Prague Castle as early as
possible as there is much to
see and experience within
its walls.

Opening page: The top of the Prague
Castle and St Vitus Cathedral; Opposite
page: The Astronomical Clock; This page
top: An old street in the city; This
page bottom: The Municipal House



EXPLORE
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side and the imposing Prague Castle
on the other. However, if you wish to
experience and appreciate the beauty
of the bridge at its best, visit it at the
crack of dawn.

After savouring every sight and sound
of the bridge, | reach the fascinating
Astronomical Clock. The horologe, built
in 1410, is the most famous feature of
the Old Town Hall. | overhear a tourist
guide who says, “The mechanism of
the clock was built by clockmaker
Mikuld$ of Kadan. He is believed to
have followed the designs made by Jan
Sindela, a professor of Mathematics
and Astronomy.”

Every day, hundreds gather under
the tower to witness magic - as the
12 apostles adorning the church start
moving accompanied with ringing bells

and the crowing of a cockerel, that
appears above the clock face.

DAY 2

| start my day with a trip to one of the
top tourist attractions in the city - the
majestic Prague Castle. It is believed
to be one of the largest of its kind in
the world and exudes the charm of a
fairy tale fortress, with close-set ranks
of spires, towers and palaces. | explore
the castle compounds and visit the
splendid Gothic St. Vitus Cathedral.

Continuing my tour of the castle
grounds, | step into Golden Lane, a
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tiny cobble-stoned pathway. | ask my
way around and reach House Number
22 right away. This is the place where
the renowned Bohemian author Franz
Kafka worked. As | feast my eyes on
the house’s bright yellow wall and its
green wooden door, the bibliophile in
me is satisfied.

Though | have shopped enough in the
winding lanes of the city and have
purchased a Russian Matryoshka doll,
| am not content. | head to the Rony
Plesl studio that sells a wide range of
stunning glassware products - from
crystal vases and glasses to necklaces.
My next stop is the Kotva Shopping
centre where | manage to get some
good bargains.

As | pack my bag, ready to depart,
| hope that destiny brings me back to
this magical land soon. ®

Opposite page top: A boat cruise on the
Vltava river; Opposite page bottom: The
Lesser Town Bridge Towers; This page
left: A busy street in the city; This
page right: A souvenir shop



Popularly called the Pink City, Rajasthan’s capital Jaipur is
nothing less than an architectural marvel with
breathtaking palaces and majestic forts

TEXT BY SONIA NAZARETH



EXPERIENCE

The princely city of Jaipur, the
capital of Rajasthan, is shorthand
for a magical land. An impression
confirmed by the fact that this
city, one of the three corners of
the popular tourist circuit triangle,
which includes Delhi and Agra, is
liberally punctuated with historical
palaces and ancient forts.

Power, authority and a formidable
past, is the narrative that runs
through my stay. My first visit to
the City Palace, built by Maharaja
Sawai Jai Singh I, is a perfect case in
point. Housed in a whimsical fusion
of Mughal and Rajput architecture,
a distinctive collection of royal
ensembles, shawls, weaponry and
exquisite paintings, take you back
in time.

Another royal landmark is the
HawaMahal, whichliterally translated
means the palace of winds. It’s
worth signing up for a guided tour
of these imposing structures, for a
deeper architectural insight. Built
by Maharaja Sawai Pratap Singh,
the latticed windows of the pink
sandstone Hawa Mahal, enabled
the ladies of the royal household
to observe the goings-on below,
without themselves being seen.

In and around the city are forts
that are worthy of a history thesis.
The majestic Nahargarh Fort was
constructed to defend the city.
When you arrive at this fort along the
Aravalli (Aravali) hills, overlooking
a lake, it pays to develop bi-focal
vision. While the city views are

resplendent, notice the artistic details
inside the fort as well. For instance,
the corridors connecting the queen’s
quarters, plastered with intricate
murals, deserve a closer look.

The splendid Jaigarh Fort, 15 km
from the city, is similarly appealing,
because it is home to what is
believed to be the world’s largest
canon. You can also see several
examples of regal paraphernalia
from royal weapons to ancient maps
lined up in the museum here. But
the phoenix on this historic fort trail

Opening page: Tourists at Amer Fort;
This page: Winding road leading to the
Nahargarh Fort; Opposite page: A hot air
balloon over the city




EXPERIENCE

is the formidable Amber Palace.
Located about 11 km from the city,
it is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Inside this fairy tale architectural
dream - built from pink sandstone
and white marble - you can view
objects that throw light on the kind
of opulence that was once the sole
preserve of royals: precious stones,
ornate mirrors, elaborate paintings,
carvings.

Wherever you look in Jaipur,
you're never too far away from
a spot that allows you to spend
some quiet time. The Jantar Mantar,
also a UNESCO World Heritage
Site, is one such example. This
astronomical observatory, home
to 16 geometric devices designed
to measure time and track celestial
bodies, requires introspection
in order to truly appreciate
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WHAT TO EAT

Savour some of Rajasthan’s
mouthwatering cuisine in many
iconic and popular restaurants
in the city. If you are able to
plan ahead, it's worth booking
lunch at the Saba Haveli. Order
the traditional Rajasthani thali
(platter).You will be served,

in a sprawling courtyard, a
traditional meal on a silver
thali along with multiple
katoris. The dishes comprise
authentically prepared meats
and vegetables. For some
delectable piyaz ki kachori
(onion puffs), a local favourite,
head to Laxmi Misthan
Bhandar.

its intricacies. But while my jaw is
dropping with wonder at the ivory
goods and metal sculptures in the
Albert Hall Museum, or at a view
of the Jai Mahal or Lake Palace, its
sandstone-coloured walls reflecting
on the blue waters, what moves
me most, is that Jaipur is not a city
content to rest on its laurels. Pop
into the Anokhi Museum of Hand
Printing, not just for the exquisitely-
restored haveli in which it is located,
but also to look at how the city keeps
its traditions alive. Feast your eyes
on an array of block-printed textiles,

oy
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alongside demonstrations of block
printing that provide an insight into
this ancient tradition.

The focus on fine craftsmanship
seeps into the vibrant retail scene,
and you'll find plenty of high-quality
arts, crafts and textiles on sale - even
some with a contemporary twist. Pop
into Neerja for a feast of blue pottery.
Here you'll encounter all permutations
of bowls, plates and doorknobs on
sale. There are several shops selling
traditional jewellery too.

If you wish to see the vibrance of
a city pulsing with life and energy
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(and if you can look past the
bellowing horns and crowds), the
market streets are also worth a visit.
While Johari Bazaar is punctuated
with jewellery stores and shops that
deal in meenakari or highly-glazed
enamel jewellery, Bapu Bazaar
offers an eclectic variety of fabrics,
perfumes and readymade garments.

Opposite page: The Hawa Mahal; This
page top: Colourful headgear; This page
bottom: Local musicians; This page
right: Women at work at a saree factory
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Nehru Bazaar is the place to scout
out a pair of beautifully embroidered
jootis or traditional leather shoes.
Also, keep an eye out for puppet-
sellers as you go along.

Offering you as much rapture for
your currency, is a local dining scene
that acts as the great equaliser.
Irrespective of budget or social
media followers, you'll find crowds
that line up at the Lassiwala on Ml
Road. The yoghurt drink offered
here in a traditional earthen pot
topped with a dollop of cream, is
heaven in a glass. Laxmi Mishthan
Bhandar is another favourite among
the locals and tourists popular for its
sweets and savouries.

The vegetarian Rajasthani thali,
amid an assortment of other
goodies, has aficionados returning
here time and again. Rawat Mishthan
Bhandar, is a good visit for the in-
between snacks. The famous kachori
or spicy potato (and an assortment
of fillings) in a crisp, deep-fried
pouch of flaky pastry, will energise
you for a few more hours on Jaipur’s
market streets.

But the historical, the retail
and the gourmet are only a few
reasons to visit this dynamic city.
The annual Jaipur Literary Festival
held here every January attracts
travellers, historians, bibliophiles,
educationists, academicians and
icons from the world entertainment
industry to the Diggi Palace in
large numbers.

What’s clear at every turn | take
is that this is a city with a vibrant
present, unfolding within a historic
and regal past, and visitors are
advised to disregard neither. ®
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AIR ARABIA HAS DAILY This page top: A view of the city from
FLIGHTS TO JAIPUR Nahargarh Fort; This page bottom:

DID YOU KNOW? DID YOU KNOW? DID YOU KNOW?

Jaigarh Fort Air Arabia has hubs in Sharjah, Air Arabia has more legroom Air Arabia Group operates
Alexandria, Amman, Casablanca than any other low cost carrier more than 1,400 flights a week
and Ras Al Khaimah with a 32” seat pitch to more than 120 destinations
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B CORPORATE NEWS

AIR ARABIA LAUNCHES NEW ROUTE TO PRAGUE
IN CZECH REPUBLIC

AIR ARABIA LAUNCHES NEW RO

i-"':i

Air Arabia - the Middle East and
North Africa’s first and largest low-
cost carrier (LCC), has announced
the introduction of its new European
destination, Prague in Czech Republic,
direct from Sharjah, UAE. Air Arabia’s
inaugural flight to the city will
commence on 11th December 2018.

The 6 hour 50-minute flight will
operate 5 times per week, every
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,
Saturday and Sunday. On Tuesdays

and Sundays, the flight will depart
Sharjah International Airport (SHJ)
at 08:00 hours and arrive at Prague
Vaclav Havel Airport (PRG) at 11:50
hours, and on the return leg, the flight
will depart from PRG at 12:35 hours
and land at SHJ at 21:40 local time.
On Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Saturdays, the departing flight with
leave from Sharjah at 15:30 hours
and arrive in Prague at 19:20 hours;
the return flight will depart Prague
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at 21:05 and arrive in Sharjah the
following morning at 06:10 hours.

A historic city famed forits Old Town
Square and elaborately constructed
Baroque buildings, Prague is the
capital and largest city in the Czech
Republic and one of the most popular
touristic destinations in Europe.

Air  Arabia, currently operates
flights to more than 150 routes across
the globe from four hubs located in
the Middle East and North Africa.

Air Arabia, the Middle East and
North Africa’s first and largest
low-cost carrier (LCC), has
announced the introduction
of its new flight to Kabul, the
capital city of Afghanistan,
direct from Sharjah, UAE. Air
Arabia’s introductory  flight
to the city will commence on

October 4, 2018.

The 2 hour 30-minute flight will
operate four times per week, on
Mondays, Thursdays, Saturdays
and Sundays. The outbound
flight from UAE will depart from
Sharjah International Airport
(SHJ) at 06:40 hours and arrive
in Kabul International Airport

(KBL) at 09:40 local time. The
return flight will leave Kabul
at 10:40 hoursand arrive in
Sharjah at 13:00 local time.

Air Arabia currently operates
flights to more than 150 routes
across the globe from four hubs
located in the Middle East and
North Africa.
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AIR ARABIA

INTERNATIONAL CALL CENTRES

ARMENIA
Yerevan

+374 60 60 3000
+374 10 22 4020

BAHRAIN
Nationwide call centre
+973 13310444

BANGLADESH
Chittagong

+88 1713482193
Dhaka

+88 1730037750

BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA
Sarajevo

+387 33295446

CHINA
Urumai
+86 991 2304855

EGYPT

Nationwide call centre
+20 3 4543001
Hotline

16278

GEORGIA
Thilisi
+995 32 240 00 40

INDIA
Nationwide call centre
+91124 336 6444

+02 271004 777

IRAN

Tehran

+98 21888 710 96
Shiraz

+98 7136 271463
Lar

+98 7152 33 48 48
Mashhad

+98 51 33 400 437
Abadan

+98 615 334 58 08
Isfahan

+98 31 36650300

IRAQ

Baghdad

+964 77 25461180
Najaf

+964 7819288884/85
Erbil

+964 75 09652527
Basra

+964 77 25461179

JORDAN
Amman
+962 79 75 00003

KAZAKHSTAN
Astana

+7 717 246 60 80
Almaty

+7 727 272 6681

KENYA

Nairobi

+254 20 44
52855/537

+254 70 4860711

KUWAIT
Kuwait City
+965 22254071
Farwaniya
+965 22206356

LEBANON
Beirut
+961149 6692

MOROCCO
Casablanca
+212 802000803

NEPAL
Kathmandu
+977 1444 4246

OMAN

Muscat

+968 2 470 0828
Salalah

+968 2 329 7796/98

PAKISTAN

Karachi

+92 211 272 242
Islamabad

+92 512805345
Peshawar

+92 915250090/91/92
Sialkot

+92 52 4603171/72/73
Lahore

+92 42 35774167/68
Multan

+92 614 586 898 99

RUSSIA
All Regions
+7 495 9375925

SAUDI ARABIA
All Regions
+966 9200 11969

SRI LANKA
Colombo
+94 115777 999

SUDAN
Khartoum

+249 183 746768
+249183 746769

TURKEY
Istanbul
+90 212 2415184

UAE

Sharjah

+9716 5580000
Abu Dhabi
+9712 6315888

UKRAINE

Kiev

+38 044 4906500
Kharkiv

+38 057 7328791
Odessa

+38 048 7772550
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New Destination!

Fly to the = % e
heart ofEurope : A {

Return from

AED

Destination Departure Arrival Frequency Dates of operation

Sharjah - Prague 08:00 11:50 Tue, Sun 11Dec 2018 - 06 Jan 2019
Prague - Sharjah : : Tue, Sun 11 Dec 2018 - 06 Jan 2019

Sharjah - Prague : : Wed, Thu, Sat 12Dec 2018 - 30 Mar 2019
Prague - Sharjah : : Wed, Thu, Sat 12Dec 2018 - 30 Mar 2019

Sharjah - Prague : : , Fri 08Jan 2019 - 29 Mar 2019
Prague - Sharjah : : Tue, Fri 08Jan 2019 - 29 Mar 2019

Do not forget to pre-book i@l seat == meal UMl Baggage @ Insurance

TN N 2

ollsll Gyl MU'\:JI zl }2]; ! i i ' Book at www.airarabia.com | Call Sharjah (06)5580000, Abu Dhabi (02)6315888
i) a4 nsienl] Asild riass aans)l Aesaall Aaell odn ey

- o terl Uos T e ; ~ Al Ain (03)7666630, Ras Al Khaimah (07)2284177 or visit our sales offices/travel agents

@@@ @airarabiagroup | standard terms and conditions apply.
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Salon Chain
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Be a

SalonPass
Subscriber

Pay 31699 & Get Free Services
Every Month, For 1 Full Year

o

o O

SalonPass
Bl 223y 578 223y Sh7s

500/ Month = oises '

- |
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Applicable across 90+ Salons in Delhi NCR & Bengaluru
Valid on all services o Valid on existing deals e Valid on all days #DownloadTheBeUSalonsApp
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Skin Co. New York

Brings globally formulated skin product technology adapted for
Indian skin to exclusive salons near youl!

skin co

@new york
®

L« ," 3

: “"\f.-.ur
LIl lthM‘

Skin Co. New York products are marketed (under the license) in India by
The Professional Hair Salon & Spa (India) Pvt. Ltd.
#TheAddress, Plot No. 62, Okhla Phase Ill,

New Delhi - 110020, Phone: +91-11-43011100

230, Park Avenue, Manhattan, New York - 10169, www.skinconewyork.com, info@skinconewyork.com

PhthalatesFree | GlutenFree | Crueltyfree | Vegan | Clinically tested | Dermatologist Tested | ColdPressed | Allmasks are100% Natural



STORIES THAT MATTER

Bringing you the best and latest from the worlds of lifestyle, travel, entertainment and news

&

BRAND STORIES

4
LISTICALS &
E-COMMERCE

QUIZ/POLLS

®

FACEBOOK LIVE

FASHION
PHOTO SHOOTS

®

WEB SERIES &
VIDEO SOLUTIONS

ik

INFLUENCER NETWORK
CAMPAIGNS

storycrux.com
A digital initiative by Maxposure Media Group (l) Pvt. Ltd.

For advertisement queries, please contact storycrux@maxposuremedia.com

aeroslay’

ENTERTAINMENT

lasting
relationships

#)

complete
solution

&l

global sales
network

quality control

cost savings

o

aeroplay lapb™

Aeroplay Entertainment is a boutique Inflight Content Service
Provider delivering 360-degree services to various airline partners
globally. We create, source, licence and curate content all tailored to
passenger demographics.

Customized content through multiple channels onboard.

USA | Singapore | Thailand | Malaysia | Bangladesh | India | UAE | Bahrain

A Maxposure Media Group Enterprise aeroplaymedia.com | info@aeroplaymediacom [
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