HEAVENLY MOSCOW

Marvel at classic architecture and
stunning artworks in the Russian capital
STORIES IN GABALA

The city offers a dramatic countryside
and a wealth of history
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The Avenues to

Discover a whole new world at The Avenues - Bahrain,
where shopping, entertainment and dining come together

to create a novel waterfront experience.

www.the-avenues.com/bahrain
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Thousands of world famous brands in 350 stores
Europe’s biggest amusement park, MOIPARK
Turkey’s largest cinema complex, CINETECH

where i feel my best!

CALENDAR
Check out what’s going on
where this month

SNAPSHOT
Snippets, tips and facts
about travel, people, history
and events

ROOM SERVICE
Get your sea legs
comfortable at some of the
best hotels that
float on water

INTERVIEW
Brazilian graffiti artist
Michael Devis seeks
inspiration in local culture
and stories

UNMISTAKEABLY
KIEV
The capital of Ukraine has
numerous natural, historical
and other attractions
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Now reach Moscow with direct flights from Sharjah to Domodedovo l
and Sheremtyevo* Airport

Route Flight No. Departure Arrival

Sharjah - Moscow (Domodedovo) G9 955 09:15 13:35
Sharjah - Moscow (Sheremtyevo)* G9 951 09:10 13:35

Al@EWARDS Sign up with Airewards & start earning points today

Do not forget to @ 17 o
pre-book Seat Meal Baggage Insurance

Book at airarabia.com | Call Sharjah (06)5580000, Abu Dhabi (02)6315888
Al Ain (03)7666630, Ras Al Khaimah (07)2284177 or visit our sales offices
or travel agents | D ¥ f @airarabiagroup

* Sharjah - Moscow (Sheremtyevo) flights start on 1 Feb 2018. Standard terms and conditions apply. s o v * . e -
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RANN UTSAV, GUJARAT, INDIA

An annual celebration of music, dance and natural beauty in the Kutch region of Gujarat

The festival is held in the Rann Apart from dance and music, a More than 8,000 tourists from
of Kutch, a salt marsh located variety of wood, silver and other across the world visit the Rann

in the Thar desert handicrafts are available Utsav every year
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PHOTO: zeenews.india.com

events D

Till February 4 February 7 - 8

EV E N TS Takashi Murakami exhibition Pas De Deux for Fingers and Toes
CALENDAR =

Hurts concert

PHOTO: libftrust.com

February 1 - 5 Where: Mos-
Lahore International Book Fair cow, Russia
An exhibition
by Japanese
contemporary
artist Takashi
Murakami, this §
will include his . H
works covering a § % 3
variety of aspects S 2 o
of Japanese £ o 2
9 E =
WWW’my;L;SZ;:_' § § : Where: Istanpul, Turkey
oscow.com &9 é Hurts, an English synth-pop duo formed in 2009, has
B released four albums till date. The duo will perform
g singles from its chart-topping albums at the Zorlu
i PSM, Turkey’s largest performance space.
Where: Muscat, Oman www.theguideistanbul.com
Where: Lahore, Pakistan Bringing together an accomplished violinist with a lady who
One of the significant educational and cultural events in the became the prima ballerina of the Bolshoi Theatre, this event
country, this event attracts thousands of visitors every year. February 4 combines music and movement, grace and artistry with
Held at the city’s Expo Center, it brings together domestic 70th National Day of Sri Lanka beautiful music ranging from classic to contemporary. F
and foreign publishers with books on many different topics. tickets.virginmegastore.me ebruary 12 - 14

Egypt Petroleum Show

www.internationalpublishers.org

February 2 - 18

Surajkund International Crafts Mela February 8 - 9

RedFest DXB

Where:

Dubai, The UAE
One of the leading
music festivals

of the UAE, its
fifth edition
5 brings together
E performances by
ﬁ artists such as The
6 Chainsmokers, Kelly-
& Leigh and Anthony
Where: Faridabad, India Where: Colombo, Sri Lanka 5 Touma with some of Where: Cairo, Egypt
Among the largest crafts exhibitions in the world, this is Marking Sri Lanka’s Independence from colonial % the best street food One of the most important oil and gas
held in the first fortnight of February every year. It offers rule, the occasion is celebrated with pomp and % vendors across the exhibitions and conferences of North Africa,
handlooms and handicrafts as well as local cuisines and pageantry, including military parades as well as 3 Middle East. it is a platform buyers to meet suppliers and
performances by artistes in open-air theatres. regional and cultural performances. g www.redfestaxb. visitors to meet industry trade professionals.
www.haryanatourism.gov.in www.srilanka.travel & com WWW.eqyps.com
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SNAPSHOT

FERIKOY FLEA

ISTANBUL
This glittering
market is the

perfect go-to place

on a Sunday, for

everything from
traditional Turkish
baths to a variety

of curious Ottoman %OM,S oV

era knick-knacks.

Robert De Niro

NEW RELEASE - De Niro” upcoming release TRIVIA - Robert
This houses over 10 is The War with Grandpa, a family comedy De Niro and
separate markets film about how a grandson devises a series of Marlon Brando
with collectable pranks to make his grandfather move out of are the only
antiques as well the former’s room. actors to win an
as quirky kitsch. Oscar for the
Its furniture is THE QUOTE - “Movies are hard to make, and same character -
quite popular with you have to work toward a commmon ethic and Vito Corleone in
interior designers. do your best.” The Godfather.

MINUTE
GUIDETO

GLOWING FORESTS,

INDIA
For centuries, the
glowing forests found
in the Western Ghats
in Maharashtra and
Goa in India have
baffled people. This
phenomenon, where
the forests light
up after dark, was
previously considered
a paranormal
occurrence. Later,
scientists came
across a rare variety
of bio-luminescent
mushroom, mycena
lux-coeli (also known
as “heavenly light
mushroom”). This
bio-luminescent fungi
is responsible for this
natural marvel.

u You can comment on your experience or discover Air Arabia’s latest news and offers by following @airarabiagroup

Inflammable Ice
Bubbles, Canada

The frozen bubbles under Lake Abraham in Alberta, Canada, might

-
look like winter jewels, but you wouldn’t want to be too close to one _,..r
if it popped: the bubbles are actually frozen pockets of methane, a -

highly flammable gas released by organic matter lying at the bottom

of the lake. This spot also makes for stunning photographs!
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DAY IN
HISTORY

February 9,
1964

THE BEATLES’
AMERICAN TV

Over 50 years ago,
on this day, English
rock band The
Beatles made their
first live American
television appear-
ance on The Ed
Sullivan Show.
Over 70 million
Americans are said
to have gathered
in front of their TVs
at 8 pm to watch
the four lads from
Liverpool who, in
the weeks leading
up to the show,
had hit no. 1on the
US music charts.

TRAVEL APP
App in the air:
Serving as a personal
flying assistant, this
keeps flyers up-
to-date with the
real-time status of
their flights, as well as
in-airport navigation
maps and a flight
profile with all flights
logged. The app also
works offline, with
SMS updates for
changes in gates and
flight status.

12 howrs

City Stopover: Amman

SEE EAT RELAX SHOP

Nabad Art Gallery Kan Zamaan Al-Pasha Turkish Bath Gold Souk
Located in the Those looking for Escape from stress Intricate gold and
historic Jabal Amman an elegant dining and enjoy the silver jewellery
neighbourhood, this experience can savour experience of a adorns window
gallery hosts the work the oriental cold and massage and scrub in displays here,

of emerging Jordanian hot mezze, signature the Jacuzzi, or work tempting shoppers
artists, hosting several center stage live up a sweat to get to empty their
exhibitions throughout chargrill and local exfoliated in the sauna wallets and fill up
the year. inspired dishes. and steam rooms. their bags.

# #AirArabia or DM photos of your trips with us to

(@airarabiagroup and we’ll post them online

MUSIC PLAYLIST American indie rock band Superchunk
has announced its new album, What a Time to Be Alive.
Scheduled to release on February 16 by Merge Records, it
follows their 2013 LP | Hate Music.
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ROOM SERVICE -
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HOTEL JAWHARA MARINES FLOATING SUITE
DUBAI, THE UAE

Away from the buzz of the city, this hotel offers
the calm of the sea breeze and the blue sky. The
suites at the hotel feature traditional decor and
cozy accommodation, along with an indoor fishing
area in some of the rooms. Guests can also avail

of fishing and snorkelling equipment. The all-day
dining experience includes Arabic and international
cuisine as well as seafood specialties.

P.O. Box: 121711, Dubai, UAE
T: +9714 210 7777
www.jawhara.ae/al-jawhara-floating-suite

SUNBORN
LONDON, THE UK

t::' Imagine a luxury room on a glamorous yacht hotel
" - 4 in the heart of London’s Docklands. This hotel offers
H ‘:l '\. 1&“ ~ a unique experience to visitors: the privacy and

el -_.m {D * i I||_ \ ] exclgswty of an ocean-going yacht along vth thg

-l A quality and comfort of a luxury hotel. Extensive living

ey ! space - with a variety of suites - along with panoramic

\ views of the city’s vistas ensure an unforgettable stay
for guests.

JA ===\ & D ===\ 5

Royal Victoria Dock, London, E16 1AA,
United Kingdom

T: +44 (0) 203 714 8111
www.sunbornhotels.com

C HOTEL
i MANAMA, BAHRAIN

The first floating hotel in the Gulf, C Hotel
offers the feeling of being on a cruise ship with
the sensation of gentle waves lapping under
the hull. Guests can choose from rooms on
the basement or top deck, as well as master
suites with majestic views of the Arabian Sea.
Facilities available at the hotel include three
restaurants, a spa, a salon, a gym, and boating
and watersports activities.

STAY AT SEA

Get your sea legs comfortable at some of the best hotels that float on water Al Fateh Highway, Manama

T:+973 17312700
www.coral-bay.net
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INTERVIEW

A SPRAY OF ART

Brazilian graffiti artist Michael Devis seeks inspiration in local

culture and stories to create his colourful works of art that

From a first contact with art at the age
of nine, Brazilian graffiti artist Michael
Devis has come a long way. He believes
in the power of graffiti to convey a
more direct message to its viewers,
and his art works can now be seen in
12 countries across the world. He talks
about his journey, subjects that inspire
him and his philosophy in creating art.

What made you start working on
graffiti art?

I had my first contact with street art in
mid-1998 with pixacdo (an aggressive
interpretation of graffiti) on the
outskirts of Curitiba, the capital and
the largest city of the Brazilian state of
Parana. At that time, there was a lot of
territorial rivalry between local gangs,
with young people defending their

brighten many a location

territory by marking their areas with
artwork (we would sign our creations
as The Sinistros). In an art education
class, | watched a video of Jean-Michel
Basquiat, a renowned American artist
who was part of SAMO, an informal
graffiti duo. This inspired me to enter
the world of graffiti art, and it was a
time when | learnt a lot about respect
and community.

As compared to other forms of art
what purpose does graffiti art serve?
| believe graffiti serves as a new
language of art, where it can convey a
more direct side of how people behave
the way they do. It is a great way to
brighten up the locality and convey a
message at the same time.

What is your philosophy behind the
choice of subjects for your artwork?
The street, always! | am very thorough
about where to get ideas from and
how to absorb something, be it local,
cultural or stories, and portray the
same. | lived in Japan for four years,
which was a huge influence on my
style. My inspiration today would be
Lolita, an avatar of a woman. There are
various aspects to this culture, and it is
expressed through clothing, makeup,
hair as well as position. The Lolitas of
today want to be seen as the opposite
of traditional society, and this is what |
try to depict.

My characters have an eye cartoon,
giant eyelashes and blue hair (a striking

feature in my works). After returning
to live in Brazil, | have also taken
inspiration from indigenous traits and
popular clothing of several countries,
including those in South America.

Tell us about your visit to India and
the canvases you created there.
The trip to India was incredible and will
be an unique and enriching experience
in my work for the next few years. |
absorbed a lot of cultural information
- including the people and the music -
that opened up new horizons for me,
and | cannot thank them enough for
their support.

| created my canvases based on
what | observed about Indians - they
are very strong and intense, which |
tried to convey through my paintings.
| created a parody in which Mother
Nature is teaching animals of the great
forest, but the king of the jungle - the
lion - was turning away from those
teachings.

Among the artwork you have created,
which is your favourite?

Certainly that of Mother Nature. It
conveys the important message and
belief that together, we are stronger. ®

Inset: Michael Devis; Opposite page:
Devis and some of his works




5 flights a week from Sharjah to Goa
Route Flight No. Departure Arrival Frequency

Sharjah - Goa G9 492 23:20 04:00 Mo, Tu, Th, Fr, Sa
Goa - Sharjah G9 493 04:40 06:35 Tu, We, Fr, Sa, Su

AI@EWARDS Sign up with Airewards & start earning points today

Do not forget to 7 (i o
pre-book Seat Meal Baggage Insurance

Book at airarabia.com | Call Sharjah (06)5580000, Abu Dhabi (02)6315888
Al Ain (03)7666630, Ras Al Khaimah (07)2284177 or visit our sales offices

or travel agents | O ¥ f @airarabiagroup | Standard terms and conditions apply.
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// EXPERIENCE

DISCOVER ALL THE EXCITING PLACES THAT AIR ARABIA CAN TAKE YOU // ESCAPE
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ROSE GATE, CITY PALACE, RAJASTHAN, INDIA

A beautiful entrance to the City Palace complex in Jaipur, the capital of Rajasthan
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Ukraine is characterised

f

TEXT BY DAVID JAMES

natural and historical atractions
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Sitting pretty beside the Dnipro river,
Kiev (also spelt as Kyiv) is a charming
amalgamation of the old and the
new, of tradition and modernity, of
architecture and nature, and much
more! There is so much to see and
do in the city that one visit does it
but a modicum of justice as, every
time you set foot here, you uncover
another of its attractions. Spend
some time in Kiev, and you will
observe how its culture bears the
influences of Western as well as
European customs. Its population
still clings proudly to its traditional
roots, thus making for an appealing
potpourri that might just cause a
tourist to salivate!

Kiev has had an interesting history.
It was the capital of the ancient
Kievan Rus, a federation of East
Slavic tribes in Europe (interestingly,
Belarus, Ukraine and Russia all claim
that their culture has its roots in
Kievan Rus). Between the 11th and
12th century CE, Kievan Rus reached
its peak, serving as a centre of trade
routes between the Baltic and the
Mediterranean regions. The city has
endured some tough times, courtesy
the Mongol invasion in 1240 and the
second World War many years later.
However, what is a matter of great
pride and appreciation is the fact
that much of its art and architectural
treasures have been restored to their
former glory, and serve to charm all
who choose to come by.

Would you have imagined that a
city thatearned someinfamy courtesy
its proximity to a nuclear disaster, is
now known as ‘Green City’? Neither
did I, and this is but one of the many
nuggets | picked up on my visits
here. The reason becomes apparent
as soon as you walk around the city:
numerous botanical gardens, parks
and beautiful trees are to be found

Opening page: Colourful houses in
Vozdvizhenka town; Left: The interior
dome of the Vydubytsky Monastery;
Facing page: Colourful buildings

THINGS TO KNOW

« Carry your passport on your

person at all times - this is
a requirement according to
Ukrainian law.

The public transport
system is well-planned and
widespread - choose this
over private transport for a
hassle-free experience.

Stick to bottled water, as
other sources of water
might not be the most
reliable or safe.

Winters can get particularly
chilly with temperatures
ranging from -1to -8
degrees centigrade, so
ensure you are suitably
dressed for the cold.

everywhere, making for a city that is
a wonder to behold in summer and
spring (and other seasons too!). The
Dnipro river is a prime example of the
all-year appeal - in warm times, it is
the place to spend hours of leisure
with rides in boats or swimming
in its waters; when winter comes
by, the lake freezes over, making
for the perfect venue for visitors
ranging from ice fishermen to ice-
skating enthusiasts.

Lovers of art and architecture have
many treasures to admire here. The
Cathedral of St Sophia, for instance,
dates back to the 1th century CE,
and has some stunning mosaics
and frescoes. In the years of Kiev's
grandeur, this is where the princes of
the city were crowned. Then, there
is the Ukranian Baroque church of
St Andrew, overlooking Podol, the

23
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old section of Kiev, which is a much-
loved site by locals and tourists alike.

If you are willing to head away
from the city centre, hop aboard a
trolley and take a quick ride to the
Percherska Lavra - the Monastery of
the Caves - that has two 11th-century
cathedrals within its grounds, as
well as numerous catacombs, a bell
tower and museum collections that
are famous across the world. If the
city centre is where you would rather
park yourself, fret not - you would do
well to visit the Golden Gate, located
close by and dating back to the year
1037. Recently reconstructed, this
is part of the remains of the former
fortified wall of the city, and served
as a city limit in the past. Travel some
more blocks, and you can admire
the Cathedral of St Volodymyr, a
magnificent structure built in the
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19th century to commemorate the
900th anniversary of the baptism
of Russia by Saint Prince Vladimir.
The seven-domed cathedral is 49
metres high, and it is designed in
the Old Byzantine style, similar to
temples of Old Russia. Famous for its
frescoes and mosaics, Russian artists
(Vasnetsov, Vrubel, Nesterov and
others) along with Venetian masters
participated in the decoration of this
beautiful cathedral.

For theatre buffs, there could
scarcely be a better city to be in!
Granted that most performances are
either in Ukrainian or in Russian; that,
though, does not take away from any
of its appeal. A broad repertoire of
ballets as well as some good opera
are on offer at the recently renovated
Kyiv Opera House. Check out the
Kyiv Young Theater if you would like

airarabia.com

airarabia.com

AIR ARABIA FLIES TO
KIEV FIVE TIMES A WEEK

a taste of innovative plays, or the
lvan Franko Theater that is the centre
of Ukrainian drama, comedy, and
musicals. Its 75th season offered a
choice of brilliant versions of Aeneid
and Teve Tevel, the original version
of Fiddler on the Roof.

Kiev is a city that is home to nearly
three million people, a mix of foreign
diplomats, students from across
the world, and of course the local
residents. This cosmopolitan mix of
people within its shores and a wide
array of attractions make it charming
and majestic, and a place that you
just cannot miss! @

Opposite page top: The Kiev Founders’
Monument; Opposite page bottom: Russian
dolls for sale; This page top: St Sophia
Square; Left: Painted Easter eggs



EXPLORE

4@ hours in

Alexandria

Discover modern architectural marvels, catch some
Mediterranean fish and take a tour of an ancient library
in this stunning Egyptian city

TEXT BY SARAH LANE

| am not a big science enthusiast. The theory of relativity,
Avogadro’s Law and calculus have been my least favourite topics
in school. There is, however, one theory by Albert Einstein that has
always appealed to the bibliophile in me. “The only thing that you
absolutely have to know, is the location of the library,” he had said.
And | have always followed it to the letter in all my escapades, and
continued to do the same during a three-hour drive from Cairo, the
Egyptian capital, to the beautiful city of Alexandria.

WHERE TO STAY

SHERATON MONTAZAH HOTEL FOUR SEASONS ALEXANDRIA AT SAN STEFANO
place to enjoy Boasting 118 San Stefano is attraction of
Conveniently and Gardens in a pleasant and rooms and one of the most the hotel is its
located less than a Alexandria, the memorable stay in 31 suites, the luxurious hotels outdoor infinity
kilometre from the Sheraton Montazah  the Northern Coast Four Seasons in Alexandria. pool, overlooking
Montazah Palace Hotel is a great capital of Egypt. Alexandria at The main the sea.
27
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EXPLORE

My first stop, quite naturally, was the
Bibliotheca Alexandrina. The library,
opened in 2002, is everything a
bookworm’s dream is made of, with a
jaw-dropping main reading room that
can accommodate a few million books
and hundreds of readers. This library
is dedicated to the spirit of openness
and scholarship of the original
Bibliotheca Alexandrina, the city’s
ancient library, considered among the
greatest of all classical institutions in
the world.

The library building also houses a
planetarium science centre, several
academic research centres and other
institutions. If you are in love with

books and are curious about the
history of Egypt, you would definitely
want to explore every nook and
cranny here. Taking into account
the size of the building, you might
consider dedicating at least half a day
to this library, if not more.

Affernoon

Any traveller worth his salt will tell
you that one does not really feel the
pulse of a city until one avails the local
transport. In Alexandria, | took a bright
yellow taxi to the next destination on
my itinerary - Pompey’s Pillar - half
an hour away from the library. It was
interesting to discover that the pillar
had nothing to do with the Roman
leader Pompey. “The 25-m-high, red
granite column was probably built to
honour Diocletain, a Roman Emperor,”
informed the tour guide.

28
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Nothing brings a city alive more than its
culture and arts, and on the advice of a
few friendly locals, | headed to Teatro
Eskendria, a cultural centre located in
the heart of downtown Alexandria. The
biggest attractions there included a
gallery displaying Egyptian handicrafts
and a rehearsing-cum-recording studio.
On certain days, the centre turns into a
venue for cultural performances, film
screenings and live gigs.

DAY 2

.
/

| don’t remember the last time | cast a
fishing rod, but | remember how it feels
to land a catch, as clear as if it were

yesterday. | experienced it all over again
as | caught a gray mullet at Abu Qir's
fishing harbour. If you are lucky, you
might land a red mullet, a sea bass or a
sole too. Some friends in the know had
advised me to try the samak mashwi
(grilled fish), a local delicacy, and now,
| pass on the same advice to anyone
travelling to Alexandria. For those who
love to soak in some sun or take a swim,
the 525-km-long Mediterranean coastline
awaits you.

Affernoon

After a hearty lunch, | spent a lazy
afternoon educating myself about the

Opening page: Abu Talat beach; Opposite
page: A group of colourful fishing boats;
Top: Stanley beach; Right: A local
street in the city

29

airarabia.com



EXPLORE

WHATTODO

Visit the Royal Jewellery
Museum, housed in an
exquisitely decorated villa

that formerly belonged to the
Egyptian monarch King Farouk’s
first wife. The museum has on
display a great collection of
artefacts that belonged to the
royal family.

Explore the Qaitbay Maritime
Museum, located inside the
Qaitbay Fort. See relics from
the Roman sea battles and the
Napoleonic wars in which the
fort was bombarded. There is
also an interesting collection of
sea creatures.

airarabia.com

history of the city at the Alexandria
National Museum. Spread over three
floors, the museum is located in the Al-
Saad Bassili Pasha Palace. | wandered
through the beautiful palace and
marvelled at the artefacts from the four
main ages of Egypt - Ancient, Greco-
Roman, Coptic and Islamic. These apart,
there is also an array of modern exhibits
such as royal jewels and a notable
collection of antique coins. One has to
obtain a camera permit because you
would definitely want to take back plenty
of memories from here.

The last major stop | absolutely had to
make was at the Stanley Bridge. With
the endless azure blue Mediterranean
waters on one side and the Stanley
beach on the other, the bridge was
the perfect vantage point from where
| was able to capture the entire
Alexandrian seafront. The 400-m-long
bridge, | was told, is an example of a
modern Egyptian monument and here,
you can either walk the length of the
bridge, sample some sumptuous food
at the nearby cafes, observe old men
indulging in a game of backgammon or
do all of this together!

| wrapped up my day, and in fact, my
visit, by doing what | love the most -
catching a sunset. Because, | believe
that a sunset and a sunrise can say a lot
about a place - perhaps a reason why
| seek to catch either, wherever | go.
And as the last rays of the Alexandrian
sun painted the horizon crimson red, |
realised that this city, with its history
and deep-rooted traditions, is one
of Egypt's most vibrant havens, full
of interesting anecdotes. | will listen
to a few more of them on my next
trip here. ®

Opposite page top: Stanley Bridge;
Opposite page bottom: A groyne (low
wall) built into the sea; Right: A
view of a lighthouse from the Montazah
Palace hotel

airarabia.com

AIR ARABIA WILL FLY
FROM ALEXANDRIA TO
MILAN TWICE A WEEK
FROM MAY 4
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EXPERIENCE

The year 2018 is probably one of the
best times to visit Moscow, for this is
the year that Russia will host the 2018
FIFA World Cup football tournament.
There is no doubt that this mega-city
- and, in fact, all the selected host
cities in Russia - will currently be
prepping up to show their best face
to the world.

With or without the World Cup,
though, Moscow is still an incredibly
exciting and vibrant city and, as you
walk the streets, you can almost feel
the history oozing up through the
cracks in the pavements.

It is one of the northernmost (and
coldest) metropolises on earth; if
that scares you, you could choose
to give the winter season a miss.
What you cannot miss, though, is the
observation that the city planners,
over the years, had a passion for
building some really tall structures!
The Ostankino Tower is the tallest
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Moscow is one of those cities
that stays with yow forever,
given its iconic architeeture

freestanding structure in Europe
and, if that weren’t enough there
is the Federation Tower, the tallest
completed skyscraper in Europe.

Any way you look at it, this is a
megacity, home to no less than 11
million souls. For me, Moscow is one
of those cities that once visited, it
stays with you forever, given its iconic
architecture; a typical example of
this is the colourful-domed St Basil's
Cathedral. Also, there is the Moscow
Kremlin, a medieval city-fortress,
home to the President of Russia,

perched above the Moskva River and
a regular site in many spy thrillers we
have seen over the years. Incidentally,
the Kremlin and the nearby imposing
Red Square took their spot on the
UNESCO World Heritage Centre list
for, among others, the sheer size and
grandiosity.

Even though Moscow loses none
of its charm in the winter, in summer,
it virtually sparkles. Apart from the
majestic Moskva River, which divides
the city in half, over 40 per cent of its
urban sprawl is covered by greenery
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and it has possibly the largest forest
in any urban area on the planet.
Spend an afternoon roaming in the
wonderful Gorky Park, the place to
see Muscovites relaxing or at play
on its vast lawns, in the shade of
numerous trees.

Large cities can be daunting
for a first-time visitor, as getting
around could be confusing. With
meticulous planning, however, the
city has developed a user-friendly
transit system that seems to move
its population effortlessly from place
to place. The transit network includes
five international airports, an inner
city monorail and among the deepest
underground rapid transit systems in
the world.

Opening page: St Basil’s Cathedral

and Spassky Tower on Red Square;
Facing page: The Figurine Bridge at
Tsaritsyno; Top: Shops and restaurants
on Arbat Street; Right: Mayakovskaya
metro station
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EXPERIENCE

WHERE TO
STAY

Boasting an excellent
location close to the
Kremlin and Red Square,
The Ritz-Carlton is one of
Moscow’s most luxurious
hotels. Rooms are large
and formal, yet homely,
and there’s a spa and a
personal butler service.
The elegant Novokov
restaurant offers excellent
pan-Asian cuisine amidst
a precise, geometrically-
designed interior.

The Barvikha Hotel &
Spa is not light on the
pocket, but is worth the
treat, with a high-class
designer interior, a fine
dining restaurant and an
excellent spa.

36

airarabia.com

The Moscow Metro, an engineering
marvel, is one of the busiest metros in
the world with more than 200 stations
festooned with huge chandeliers and
magnificent frescos adorning the
walls and ceilings. It feels a little like
being inside a cavernous art gallery.

It is the architecture of this city
that | find most alluring and, like
Paris, one can never tire of it. The
early years, given its strong religious
beliefs, meant that the skyline was
dominated by the domes and spires
of Orthodox churches. However, with
the coming of the Soviet era, the
overall appearance of the city began
to change rather rapidly. Joseph
Stalin set about modernising Moscow
by building a network of wide
avenues (many lanes wide!), meaning
that many of the classic architectural
structures were razed to make way
for his expansionist views; some of
these were thankfully restored later.

Although | have waxed lyrical here
about the city’s layout, there is a
lot more to Moscow than just awe-
inspiring buildings. It is packed with
nightclubs and mega shopping malls.
Numerous galleries, overflowing
with Old Masters’ paintings, abound,
especially the Tretyakov Gallery,
which will take your breath away.

A night visit to the Bolshoi Ballet is
a must; you could, also, stroll through
the Old Arbat area where classic
writers and composers sat around
drinking coffee and arguing with their
contemporaries.

The icing on the proverbial cake
might just be the fact that favourable
currency movements (for tourists!) in
recent years have meant that a visit
to the city has become a lot more
affordable. So, football lover or not,
now might just be a great time to head
towards Moscow for an experience
to remember! ®

Facing page top: Nikolskaya Street;
Facing page bottom: A colourful festival
market; Right: Festive lights on the
city streets

airarabia.com
AIR ARABIA FLIES

TO MOSCOW SEVEN
TIMES A WEEK
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Stories in

GABALA

Marrying the peace of the beautiful countryside with a wealth

of history at every corner, Gabala is a place that is sure to leave

you spellbound

TEXT BY JULIA CHASTAIN
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Gabala, is a beautiful city in
Azerbaijan, with a rich history, and
is home to numerous museums and
monuments of historical significance,
as well as a host of music festivals.
Located about 225 km away from
the capital city of Baku, this city is a
great place for rest and sightseeing.
Both the fauna and flora of the region
are extremely rich, with thick forests
and mountain landscapes along with
deer, wild boars, hares, bears, wolves,
foxes and numerous birds. However,
a major attraction for tourists is the
captivating historical pull of the
region. Every stone, every tree, every
rock of Gabala is living history, so if
history is your thing then Gabala is
certainly for you.

Some like their holiday to be brash
and noisy, but for me the peace
of the countryside shouldn’t be
marred by noisy city life. Hence, |
started my day by visiting the Hazra
Turbes. The signboard suggests
Hazra is signposted off the main
road, but finding the cemetery is
not a straightforward task. Turbe is
Turkish for ‘tomb tower’ and there are
four here, serving as mausoleums to
religious Islamic leaders and dating
back hundreds of years. Some degree
of restoration has been done to the
turbes over the years, and there
are  beautifully-engraved  ancient
gravestones scattered about the
mossy woods. Some bear detailed
patterns, while others depict pictures
possibly showing the trade the
deceased used to engage in.

After the Hazra Turbes, | decided
to take a tour of the Gabala Historical
Ethnography Museum. Since 1980, this
museum has served up 2,500 years
of history of Gabala. On display are
more than 12,000 exhibits of ancient,
medieval and recent history, spread
across 13 exhibition halls. The items

Opening page: A boat on a lake; Left: A
mountainous area with beautiful flowers;
Facing page top: The Qafgaz Riverside
Hotel; Facing page bottom: A horse and
cart next to the lake
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ESCAPE

include household goods, pottery
and clay containers, ethnographic
materials, and ancient writings.
There is also a museum fund, a rich
scientific library, an art gallery and an
open-air museum exhibiting ancient
stone chronicles.

For me, the last visit of my first
day, but by no means the least, was
to Old Gabala (formerly known as
Qabala). By this time, it was early
evening, the sun was still shining,
and we had those long shadows that
emphasise any unevenness in the
ground. Perfect! This ancient city
served as the capital of Caucasian
Albania, for about a millennium;
today, it is not nearly as prominent,
and you might just walk past and
miss it. The setting is dramatic - it

Bvery stone, every tree,
every rock of Gabala is
l(vivx@ WSTO@

lies at the confluence of two rivers,
the Garachay and Gochalanchay,
and there are mountains to the north
and south. What remains today are
two towers that formed a gateway
to the city, some crumbling fortress
walls, and some remains of the towers
on the walls. | pondered about the
history of this charming old city but
couldn’t find any written information
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at the site, except for a signpost, and
| then headed back to my hotel room
after the long, tiring day.

After all the intense history, something
that relaxes the mind is quite welcome,
and not much could beat a trip to see
the stunning scenery this area offers.
The roads up into the mountain valleys
are a good start; after all, there is a lot
more to Gabala than just history. So, the

GABALA
INTERNATIONAL
MUSICFESTIVAL

Gabala hosts numerous
international mass cultural
events every year; this,

in turn, has increased the
number of people coming to
the region for working visits
and for recreation. Hundreds
of local and foreign music
lovers visit the Gabala
International Music Festival
to listen to live classical
music performed by world-
renowned musicians from
nearly 20 countries around
the world. The festival is
now effectively a tradition of
the region, and is held each
summer.

next day, | set off through Hamzali, a
little village where local children say
Xos Gelmisiniz (‘Welcome’) when they
meet you in the street. This is also
where Hamzali Halva, a local delicacy,
is made. We then drove through the
village of Bum and onwards up higher
to the village of Qamarvan, where the
snow was lovely, the views spectacular,
and the sun was warming up the day
nicely. From here, | decided to take
another detour, this time to the Nohur
reservoir. The water was a beautiful
deep blue-green colour, and the tree-
lined banks looked lovely, with lots of
colourful wild flower meadows.
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Before wrapping up my vacation,
a visit to Yeddi Gozel Shalala was
imperative. Also known as the Seven
Beauties Waterfall, at its foot lies a
busy, bustling restaurant, offering you
a choice of stunning views depending
on where you choose to sit. This was
the perfect way to end my visit, and
open the door to what I’'m sure will be
many return trips. ©®

Facing page: The outbuilding of the
Albanian-Udi Church; Top: A beautiful
waterfall in Vandam village
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DID YOU KNOW? DID YOU KNOW? DID YOU KNOW?

Air Arabia has hubs in Sharjah, Air Arabia has more legroom Air Arabia Group operates
Alexandria, Amman, Casablanca than any other low cost carrier more than 1,400 flights a week
and Ras Al Khaimah with a 32” seat pitch to more than 120 destinations
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B CORPORATE NEWS

QABALA JOINS AIR ARABIA’S AZERBAIJAN

NETWORK

Air Arabia, the Middle East and North
Africa’s first and largest low-cost
carrier (LCC), announced today that it
will launch a new route in Azerbaijan,
flying to the popular touristic city of
Qabala from 27 June 2018. Air Arabia
currently serve Baku, the capital of
Azerbaijan with daily flights.
Featuring a moderate climate and
a mountainous landscape, Qabala is
a destination of choice for travellers

looking to spend their summer closer
to nature, immersed in the city’s scenic
surroundings and rich cultural heritage.

The flight will operate three times
a week on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays, departing Sharjah
International Airport (SHJ) at
13:00 hours, and arriving at Qabala
International Airport (GBB) at 016:10
hours local time. The return flight will
depart Qabala at 17:15 hours, landing
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in Sharjah at 19:50 hours local time.

Qabala is a tranquil and nature-
abundant city in Azerbaijan. The city
caters to all, offering everything from
thrilling entertainment at amusement
parks to guided walks, through the
heart of its untouched forestlands.

Air Arabia currently operates flights
to 133 routes across the globe from
five hubs located in the Middle East
and North Africa.

AIR ARABIA EGYPT TO START SERVICETO

ITALIAN MARKET
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Air Arabia Egypt announced that it
will commence its direct flights to
ltaly starting from May 4th 2018;
serving Milan twice a week from its
hub in Alexandria, Egypt.

The flight will operate on
Fridays and Sundays under two
different timings. On Fridays, the
flight will depart from Alexandria
International Airport at 16:10 hours,
and will arrive at Milan Bergamo

International  Airport at 19:45
hours local time. The return flight
will depart from Milan at 20:30,
landing in Alexandria at 24:00
hours local time. On Sundays,
the service will depart from
Alexandria International Airport
at 07:10 hours, and arrive at Milan
Bergamo International Airport at
10:45 hours local time. The return
flight will depart from Milan at 11:30,

landing in Alexandria at 15:00 hours
local time.

A fast-moving metropolis in
the north of Italy, the city of Milan
stands as the epitome of art,
fashion and history. The cobbled
streets of Milan are filled with
luxury and charm in equal measure,
and hold an abundance of boutique
stores to browse through and shop
the industry’s latest trends.
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AIR ARABIA

INTERNATIONAL CALL CENTRES

ARMENIA
Yerevan

+374 60 60 3000
+374 10 22 4020

BAHRAIN
Nationwide call centre
+973 13310444

BANGLADESH
Chittagong

+88 1713482193

o Dhaka

+88 1730037750

BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA
Sarajevo

+387 33295446

CHINA
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SHAN MOUNT
. HIGHT

t ) GUILIN REGION §¢

INAYE:
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Urumaqi
+86 9912304855

EGYPT

Nationwide call centre
+20 3 4543001
Hotline

16278

GEORGIA
Thilisi
+995 32240 00 40

INDIA
Nationwide call centre
+91124 3366444

IRAN

Tehran

+98 21888 710 96
Shiraz

+98 71 36 271463
Lar

+98 7152 33 48 48
Mashhad

+98 51 33 400 437
Abadan

+98 615 334 58 08
Isfahan

+98 31 36650300

¥y
N

p. o, g = TR

IRAQ

Baghdad

+964 77 25461180
Najaf

+964 7819288884/85
Erbil

+964 75 09652527
Basra

+964 77 25461179

JORDAN
Amman
+962 79 75 00003

KAZAKHSTAN
Astana

+7 717 246 60 80
Almaty

+7 727 272 6681

KENYA
Nairobi

+254 20 44
52855/537

+254 70 486071

KUWAIT
Kuwait City
+965 22254071
Farwaniya
+965 22206356

LEBANON
Beirut
+961149 6692

MOROCCO
Casablanca
+212 802000803

NEPAL
Kathmandu
+977 1444 4246

OMAN

Muscat

+968 2 470 0828
Salalah

+968 2 329 7796/98

By N, '.-':i. o

PAKISTAN
Karachi
+92 21111 272 242
Islamabad

+92 512805345
Peshawar

+92 915250090/91/92
Sialkot

+92 52 4603171/72/73
Lahore

+92 42 35774167/68
Multan

+92 614 586 898 99

QATAR
Doha
+974 4407 3434

RUSSIA
All Regions
+7 495 9375925

SAUDI ARABIA
All Regions
+966 9200 11969

SRI LANKA
Colombo
+94 115 777 999

SUDAN
Khartoum
+249183 770977

TURKEY
Istanbul
+90 212 2415184

UAE

Sharjah

+971 6 5580000
Abu Dhabi
+9712 6315888

UKRAINE

Kiev

+38 044 4906500
Kharkiv

+38 057 7328791
Odessa

+38 048 7772550
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The Fromkfurt Tourist+Congress Boord & your poriner for the Fronkiurt Rhene-Maon

Ragen cllering holel reservalion services, sighlsesing sours in 23 languages, asstskmos Voriarhidsiiis+Congimis SiebHl
for plonning all kind of Fronkhrt programmes, www.frankfurt-lourismus, de Frankfurt am Main
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Phthalates Free

Skin Co. New York

Brings globally formulated skin product technology adapted for
Indian skin to exclusive salons near youll

r .

skin co

@ new york

™

Skin Co. New York products are marketed (under the license) in India by

The Professional Hair Salon & Spa (India) Pvt. Ltd.
#TheAddress, Plot No. 62, Okhla Phase llI,
New Delhi - 110020, Phone: +91-11-43011100

230, Park Avenue, Manhattan, New York - 10169, www.skinconewyork.com, info@skinconewyork.com

GlutenFree | Crueltyfree | Vegan | Clinically tested | Dermatologist Tested

Cold Pressed

All masks are 100% Natural



UNE EXCLUSIVITE AU BORD DE LOCEAN

Un Resort unique au sein d’une région authentique et pleine de contrastes,
a El Jadida a moins d’'une heure de Casablanca.

Un lieu riche en activités et divertissement, offrant un espace amusant pour toute la famille
sur les rives de l'Atlantique.

Une variété de restaurants et bars, 3 clubs enfants, un spa, un night club...
Des activités de sports et loisirs, et le plus long parcours de Golf au Maroc...
Un monde riche en émotions.

PLAGE | RESTAURANTS ET BARS | CLUBS ENFANTS | SPA & HAMMAM | GOLF SIGNE GARY PLAYER | SPORTS & LOISIRS | NIGHTCLUB

RESERVEZ VITE !

e k4 reservations@mazaganbeachresort.com
(oo mazaganbeachresort.com
[ElF2=a  TEL: +212 5 2338 8080

MAZAGAN

Un resort, comme nulle part ailleurs. BEACH & GOLF RESORT MOROCCO




LES PERLES DE MARRAKECH

SUR AVENUE MOHAMMED Vi

A PARTIR DE

1.0553. 000

ﬂ ”
} 0525 Hiﬂb 00

v AVENUE MOHAMMED VI
SHOWROOM ET TEMOINS

Introducing 1% Time In India

SUBSCRIBE

NOW

TO YOUR FAVOURITE

SALON CHAIN

Pay 31699 & Enjoy
Your Favourite Services Worth ¥500/Month
Free For 1 Year

At Any Of Our 80+ Outlets
Across Delhi-NCR & Bengaluru

info@beusalons.com

#DownloadTheBeUSalonsApp
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